Dammon Engineering

1095 Florida Ave.

Slidell, LA 70458

(985) 649-5832

Fax: (985) 641-5950

August 8, 2005

Mr. Jude Lagarde

Department of Health & Hospitals

Division of Engineering & Architectural Services

4615 Government Street

Building Two, 2nd Floor

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

RE:
Kenner Regional Hospital Pre-Operative Holding Area

Dear Mr. Lagarde,

We are requesting a waiver for the need to have 4 feet of clearance on the sides of the stretcher at each stretcher location as stated in the AIA Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospital and Health Care Facilities.  The intent of this project is to provide a staging area for outpatient surgery before the patient is moved into surgery then to recovery.  Our design submitted for your review allows for 2 different levels of monitoring.  Patients that require more monitoring are located next to the nurse station and patients that require less monitoring are monitored by the nurse using the mirrors.  The project was designed with hard walls between the stretcher stations (less monitored patients) to block sounds between the stations, this is to help meet HIPPA requirements.

The AIA Guidelines states that each stretcher station shall be a minimum of 80 square feet and shall have a minimum clearance of 4 feet at the foot of the stretchers as well as the 4 feet of clearance on the sides.  If a standard stretcher is 7’-2” long (86”) and you add 4 feet to the foot of the stretcher the total would be 11’-2”.  Then the width of a standard stretcher is 2’-6” (30”) adding 4’ of clearance for each side the total would be 10’-6”.  This would make each stretcher station 11’-2” (for length) by 10’-6” (for width), each stretcher station would be 117 square feet not 80 square feet.  Our design as presented has 4 feet of clearance at one side and 4 feet clearance at the foot.

There is no need to have 4 feet of clearance on both sides of the stretcher.  Please read the attached letter from Roxann Davis the Director of Perioperative Services at Kenner Regional Medical Center.

Please grant our request for waiver and approve the drawings as submitted.

Thank you for your assistance.  Please call me with any questions you may have.

Thank you,

David Dammon

Project Manager

