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ENGINEERS ARCHITECTS
CONSULTING DESIGN STUDIES EXPERT WITNESS
1095 Florida Ave. P.O. Box 2830 985-649-5832
Stidell, LA 70458 Slidell, LA 70459 FAX 985-641-5950
STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:  November 10, 2005

Type: Residential
RE:  Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Materials: Brick veneer/wood frame/composition shingles
Owner(s): Mr. Chris Keating Property: 150 Moonraker Drive
924 Tidewater Drive Eden Isles
Shidell, LA 70458 Slidell, LA 70458
History:

Mr. Roy Stubenrauch, General Contractor, was performing post-Katrina gutting of the dwelling, when he
saw that the bottom six inchces of the sheathing material (black board) on the exterior wall behind the brick
veneer had rotted. He asked that I investigate what was happening and the probable cause.

Findings:
Mr. Keating pointed out the areas where the black board is rotting at the bottom. I found the following:
1. The cavity between the brick veneer and the brick wall board is filled with grout to an elevation that
is higher than the bottom plate of the framing system. There is also a vapor barrier “six mil
polyethylene,” that keeps the moisture away from the wood frame.

Analysis:

1. The weep holes in the brick veneer are defeated by the mortar that built up behind the brick, caused
by the brick mason letting too much mortar fall in the cavity. There is no way to remove the mortar
without removing the brick veneer.

2. Changing out the black board from the rear side would only replace the board that would eventually

deteriorate again unless the weep holes can be opened.
The only correct way to remedy this work is to remove the brick veneer and the excess grout, and
install new blackboard and then replace the brick veneer.

[¥5]

Conclusion:
It is my professional opinion that the brick veneer and the mortar must be removed and the system installed
correctly.

Sincerely,

Ei 7 (Pet€) Danimon,
Louisiana License No. 8796

This inspection is fimited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building. It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any
components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving
of fumniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut. No opinions are expressed
regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under
unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floads, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature exiremes, ar any act of God. Specific
hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quafity, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide,
formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected. Our liability shall be limited to
reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.




