Structural Inspection

Date:
November 15, 2005

RE:
Post-Katrina Structural Inspection

Owner(s):
Mr. Fred DeFrancesch

Location:
201 N. Beach Blvd. (corner of N. Beach and Terrace Ave.)

Waveland, MS 
History:

Mr. Fred DeFrancesch contacted Dammon Engineering, Inc. to conduct a post-Katrina inspection on the property, located across South Beach Blvd. from the Mississippi Sound, in Waveland, Mississippi.  The house and all other accoutrements on the property of Mr. DeFrancesch had been blown or washed away.  This property was among the first to get Katrina’s most devastating winds and water, as it was in the northeast quadrant of the storm that carried winds of over 200 mph as it approached the coast.
Findings:

1. All homes, including this one, between the Mississippi Sound and the railroad tracks , which is approximately ½ mile from the shore at this point, are completely destroyed and at the time of inspection most debris had been cleared from the area.
2. Only the columns still remained for this house, as with several others in the area.

Analysis:

The high winds that accompanied the storm and the storm surge that went ashore in this area, tore up streets, took houses and everything in its path, leaving some trees and concrete and steel reminders on the slab where the house stood.
High winds certainly preceded the tidal surge and it is likely that these winds took the house prior to the water being high enough to slam the house with a wall of water.  The elevation of the floor of the house was approximately _________.  This meant that the wave action had to be of greater height to take the structure.  High winds had undoubtedly been pounding the area for some time, prior to this.
Conclusion:

While no tell tale evidence exists to show that the wind did the damage rather than the water it is certainly plausible to believe that the wind demolished the structure.  Therefore, it is my professional opinion that the winds preceding Hurricane Katrina’s flood, ripped and splintered the house from the columns and placed it in water that was rising and moving fast, bringing it to rest at an unknown location.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


