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History:

The subject home on Carr Drive backs up to Lake Pontchartrain, and was pounded by the hurricane on August 29, 2005.  The home is located approximately two miles west of the passing of the western eye of the storm.  Photos taken of the house and of damaged areas are in our file.
I met with the owner, Ms. Rau, who was at the home, along with her interior decorator and a gentleman from New York that had been hired to gut the house and who was evidently going to run the re-construction.  Ms. Rau was given answers on her questions of what she could do in re-building and what couldn’t be done, as allowed by FEMA and state and local building codes.

She expressed an interest in having our firm oversee the work and provide for any engineering needs she might have on the project.
As the gypsum board had been removed from the walls, the studs and plates were bare, had reportedly been treated for mold, and were drying out.  Ms. Rau seemed dissatisfied with the mold remediation.
We discussed several areas, including insulating the bottom side of the fist living level floor, especially if insulated blow out walls are not installed below.  I also warned that any work accomplished should meet the requirements of the new International Code for residences, to enhance the hurricane resisting capabilities.

It was agreed that the owner would have a copy of the original plans delivered to our office to use in discussing how to proceed.

We received a call on January 20, 1006, from Jenny with Katrina Home Services, informing us that the owner had changed her mind.  As such, we are performing no more work on the project, unless asked to do so at a later date.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


