STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
February 23, 2006
Type:
Residential property
RE:
Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Single story wood frame/CMU cement filled block piers/shingle roof /vinyl siding
Owner(s): 
Joe Tedesco


4021 Ceylon St.
Shoreline Park

Bay St Louis, MS


504-239-1601
History:

Mr. Tedesco contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence.  He was concerned about the destruction of their home during Hurricane Katrina.  Only the CMU concrete filled piers were remaining.  The home was two years old and they have lived in it for two years.  The home was sixteen and one half feet above sea level.  The foundation is at seven foot seven inches above sea level.  The CMU column height above the foundation was ten feet.
Findings:

During a visual inspection of the home, the following was noted:

1. The only remains of the structure was the foundation and the CMU concrete filled columns.

2. The elevator located on the south east wall is missing.

3. Belongings were found one quarter of a mile west of the home.

Analysis

Winds in the northeast quadrant of the storm started blowing well before daylight on August 29, 2005, in the Bay St. Louis/Shoreline Park area.  As the eye approached, the winds blowing from the east would have been at hurricane strength by 7:30 a.m.  According to eye witnesses that were less than 1,000 ft. away during the storm, the water was rising but not to the living level of the houses when they witnesses houses being blown away, into each other, and destroyed by wind, before the water go into the house.  According to the eyewitnesses, the water continued to rise until it was approximately elevation 35.
Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that the wind destroyed this home, along with many others in the area, prior to the water reaching heights that would cause wave damage.  There was no wall of water in this location.  In this case, the Tedescos found their belongings west of their home, which allows for the high winds from the east.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

Attachments:
Hurricane Katrina effects on Bay St. Louis 



Photos


List of Area Eyewitnesses

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


