Kirt

STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
November 2, 2005

Type:
Residential

RE:
Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood Beams on Wood Piles 
Owner(s): 
Dominick Bruno

Property: 
4961 Pontchartrain



Slidell, La 70458



(985)-639-1649

History:

Mr. Dominick Bruno contacted Dammon Engineering to perform an inspection on the referenced residence.  Mr. Bruno is concerned that his insurance company is saying that his residence was demolished by the floodwaters of Hurricane Katrina, and that they have no responsibility in the matter.  Mr. Bruno asked that Dammon Engineering, Inc. investigate and study the particulars of the event and make and engineering determination of what happened.
Findings:

1. Piles of wood and other debris are visible in the photographs of the pilings and other foundation materials of the house, which no longer exists.
2. The metal building next door to the property was severely damaged, but the framing remained intact for the most part.  The vertical beams of the building are leaning toward the lake, or to the south or southwest.  This reflects the fact that most of the early and late morning winds were out of the northeast.

Analysis:

It is apparent that the majority of the damage is from the wind; the flood damaged the rest of the structure.
Conclusion:

If the cost of the repairs to the residence approaches 50% of the cost of demolition and reconstruction it is recommended that demolition and reconstruction be performed, achieving an elevation sufficient to prevent future flooding.
When work is being accomplished to rebuild the structure, fastenings and nail patterns shall meet the new International Building Code requirements for that work.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.
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