STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
September 26, 2005

Type:
Residential

RE:
Post Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame with vinyl siding and brick siding on pier and beam

Owner(s): 
Wade Estopinal

Property: 
57418 Quail Crossing



Slidell, La 70460



(985) 640-1165 ©



(985) 690-8300  Office



History:

Mr. Estopinal contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence.  He was concerned that the floor was not level and that the hurricane had indeed made the structure unstable.

Findings:

A visual inspection of the dwelling found the brick veneer next to the exterior door to the kitchen has separated from the pier and started to lean toward the rear of the house.  The structural beams that support the rear wall and porch are not centered on the piers and are barely being supported.  See photos.

The brick veneer fireplace, at the rear of the dwelling, has cracks in the mortar showing that movement has occurred.
A visual inspection of the attic shows that the framework is in good condition with no broken rafters; however, the rafters between the main part of the house, center, and the left side (as viewed from the rear of the house) have shifted.  The wiring that runs from the center of the dwelling to the left side is now being pinched because the roof has changed its pitch.  The roof at the rear above the left side of the house (as viewed from the rear) appears to have dips and valleys where it should be a straight.   Inside the house, next to location that the two roofs join,  the sheetrock above the staircase shows signs of separation.  

A level inspection of the building found that there is a 1.2” difference from the front of the building to the rear of the building.  Find the measurements attached.

Analysis:

The foundation piers appear to be in good condition; however, some of the beams are not properly being supported on the pier.  The floor in the rear corner of the dwelling (in the kitchen) has dropped from level causing the roof, interior ceilings and even the fireplace to show signs of movement.  Sheetrock walls through out the house have minor cracks.

Conclusion:

The dwelling will need to be leveled by a company licensed to perform this work.  Once the dwelling is leveled the sheetrock and roof can be repaired.

It is my professional opinion that this work will make the dwelling is structurally sound.

When work is being accomplished to rebuild the structure, fastenings and nail patterns should meet the new International Code requirements for that work.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

Attachments:
Photos (12)



Floor Measurements

EGD:kd

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


