November 30, 2005

RE:
Post-Katrina Structural Inspection

Property:
________________-

Address:
_______ Treasure Isle



Slidell, LA  70458

Owner(s):

Al & Verline Olinde

Findings:

1. The Olinde’s home consisted of a wooden structure that had its living floor raised to approximately elevation 17 feet, and supported by pipe columns attached to a pile-supported slab that was approximately elevation 7 feet.  The structure also had a two room storage area built on the slab, and below the house.  Support of the main floor was derived from the pipe columns, which are heavy gauge 12” oil field pipe with base plates of 1” thick ___________.  These plates were welded to anchor bolts in the concrete slab.  The main entry to the house was a steel stairway located on the north end of the house.

2. Most of the pipe columns were found to be laying such that they point toward the lake.  The others, on the north end of the slab, point toward the north.  The pipe columns are still attached to the base plates, which were torn loose from the anchors that were poured into the slab and welded to the base plates.

3. The main stairs to the living floor were found on the north end of the slab, and they also had fallen towards the north.

4. There are several tall trees located just east of the slab that would have been broken by any movement toward the east.  These small caliber trees are still standing.

Analysis:

Hurricane force winds ripped the Rigolets area before dawn on September 29, 2005, prior to the flood that ensued after daylight.  The western part of the eye of the hurricane passed over the Rigolets, probably at about daylight.

Prior to the eye arriving , the winds would have been out of the east or north east, blowing parts of the house, or entire houses, to the ground, mostly on the west side or lake side of where they stood.  At this time the water is estimated to have been a little above normal flood stage, as witnessed by Mr. Leonard Brown, who stayed in his home, approximately ¼ mile away.

