Structural Inspection

Date:
October 12, 2005

RE:
Post-Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame/vinyl over wood siding/

Composite roof/beam and brick pier foundation

Location:
1502 Front Street



Slidell, Louisiana  70458

Owners:
Paul and Gail Dillon



328 Huntington Drive



Slidell, Louisiana  70460

History:

Mrs. Dillon reported that the building suffered some damage from Hurricane Katrina, but this was from wind and rain.  The flooding, which did occur in that area did not get as high as the floors of the building.  She wanted assurance of the structural integrity of the building, for purposes of the lease.

Findings:

Part of the building has a blue roof on it, covering a dormer on the front side, and part of the main roof immediately behind the dormer.  There were leak stains on the ceiling of the larger room, indicative of the rain water from the roof leaking into the ceiling.

The floors in the building were found to be strong, and level within acceptable tolerance.  Walls and doors all appeared to be plumb.

The foundation consists of wood beams and joist on brick piers.  All beams were sitting on their respective piers with no hint of being moved by the storm.

Wind damage was found on the front of the building, where vinyl siding was ripped off the wall and gutters were hanging from the roof.

Analysis:

The wind damage to the dormer and siding will be relatively easy to repair and will result in no structural liability to the building.

The structural integrity of the building is excellent, with the damages listed above, except for the roof leak, being cosmetic in nature.

Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that the building is structurally sound.

Additional Note:

When work is being accomplished to rebuild the structure, fastenings and nail patterns should meet the new International Code requirements for that work.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


