Roof Inspection

Property:
1501 Gause Blvd.



Slidell, Louisiana  70460

Owner:

Mr. Martin Smith



1926 Corporate Square



Slidell, LA  70458

History:

Mr. Smith reported that Hurricane Katrina caused damages to the building’s roof and that it is leaking in several areas.  We performed a site investigation with Mr. Smith and Hank Stiller, to determine damages as well as old problems with the roof.

Findings:

1. The roof system incorporates a metal galvalum “standing seam” roof system and a parapet system with various types of covers that have been used to replace the original.  The low slope of the roof has added to the problems of leakage in the past, and many of the diverters and flashings around A/C units, etc., are in bad to worse shape.  Major maintenance will be required to put the roof back into excellent shape.

2. All of the parapet covers need replacing as does the flashing system at the high end and side parapets of the roof.

3. The gutter systems need replacing, and three additional down spouts need to be added.  There are only two downspouts now and their size is insufficient to carry the load.  The additional down spouts should be added, one halfway between the south parapet and the rear existing drain, one half way between the existing drains, and one between the front parapet and the first drain.
4. All exposed wood should be checked for rot and termites.

5. One area has been repaired in the past and the wrong size standing seam panel used as the final panel in the fix.  This must be replaced with the proper size, with the proper lap at the last panel that was replaced with the wrong size.  This will probably require removing all the lower half of the roofing from that point south to the end parapet, to correctly install a new panel.

6. All neoprene screws at joints must be removed, the joint cleaned and resealed, and new screws with larger neoprene gaskets installed.

7. Flashing at A/C units will have to be removed and new flashing and new dams (diverters) made for each unit.

8. The steel beams that were used in the past to hold equipment should be removed and the holes patched properly, or install a new roof panel in their place.  (This would take two additional panels.)

9. All roof jacks for vents, etc., must be replaced.

10. The parapet covers and flashing system at the front wall, along with the areas where the backside of the parapet cover is missing or loose on the front wall, must be reattached and new covers installed.  (Note that all parapet covers and parapet to roof flashing must be made using flexible interlocking joints and with no screws exposed.)

11. The parapet between this building and the building on its east side must be reworked and a parapet cover that will protect both sides of the parapet.

12. The parapet to roofing flashing along the south and of the east side of the building should be reworked and the same type of flashing installed for the full length of that wall, helping to ease the water rundown at the seam of the roof to parapet connection, as the very low slope of the roof doesn’t move water away from the joint as fast as it should.
The above inspection and recommendations cover the majority of the work involved, but there are undoubtedly other areas needing to be repaired and can be caught by the roof technicians performing the repairs.

I revisited the site on December 27, 2005 with Mr. Dick Feddick, roofing consultant, who agreed with the above, and recommended a metal building roof installation company from Picayune, Mississippi, Mr. Jerry Meloncon of “Meloncon Metal Buildngs,” to perform the repairs.  His telephone number is 601-798-3832 and cell 504-957-9010.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
