David
STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
September 15, 2005

Type:
Business

RE:
Post-Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection

Structure:
Wood frame with vinyl siding on pier and beam

Owner(s): 
Jamene Dahmer



Executive Director

Slidell Chamber of Commerce

Property: 
231 West Hall



Slidell, La 



(985) 707-4441 ©



(985) 331-8285 Pete

History:

Mr. Pete Weiland contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced business.  He was concerned that the support for the floor had been damaged and that the hurricane had indeed made the structure unstable.

Findings:
A visual inspection of the piers found that all of the piers are in good condition and supporting the beams as it was built; with the exception of one pier on the east side of the building.  This pier is in the middle of the porch on the east side supporting the columns and railing.
A visual inspection of the exterior of the building found that some of the siding at the rear of the building was missing.  Some roof damage had occurred and had not been covered.

A visual inspection of the interior of the building found that some of the beaded ceiling slats were falling from the ceiling.  The ceiling and interior walls had received rainwater that was allowed into the building when the roof was damaged.  Some of the interior wood panels on the wall were showing signs of warping from the rainwater.
A floor level inspection of the building found that there is a 4” variation around the outside porch and 4.7” variation in floor level inside the building.  These measurements are attached.

A visual inspection of the attic shows that the framework is in good condition with no apparent problems from the storm.
Analysis:

The foundation appears to be in good condition.  The building appears to have settled over the years and has settled unevenly.  Although the walls are buckling from water damage, this is not a structural issue.  The roof is in great shape except for the missing tiles.

Conclusion:

Note:  Paper products and paper records have been stored in the attic.  Since the rainwater has been allowed to penetrate the paper copies these records were excessively heavy and the weight caused the ceiling to fail.  The attic is not a proper place to store paper copies of records for this reason.  Another reason is that the paper is combustible and could be used as a fuel source should a fire ignite.  For this reason, storage in the attic is not allowed by the Fire Marshal.
It is my professional opinion that this building is structurally sound.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796

Attachments:
Photos (12)



Floor Measurements

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


