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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

For:

Janet Burk

Telephone:
985-768-0409


Location:
326 Windward Passage 




Slidell, La 70458

Building Description:

Wood frame, two story, concrete pier foundation approximately 4’ above grade, composite shingle roof, and wood siding on four sides.

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the exterior walls, flooring from below, composition roof shingles and foundation.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Don Allen contacted Dammon Engineering on Mrs. Burk’s behalf to perform a foundation inspection on the referenced residential property.  Mrs. Burk stated that she had hired a contractor to repair and raise her home to an approximate height of four feet.  The house was raised and it was found that several of the pilings had rotted at approximately the ground level.

Findings:

In an effort to solve the problem, the contractor removed sections of many of the pilings and constructed CMU piers.  As constructed, these piers are inadequate to support the house.  Weight bearing walls are not adequately supported and are sagging.  As designed, the foundation is inadequate to support the house.  There are 32 CMU piers on which the house rests.  These piers are not all supported by concrete footings and are subject to settling.

There presently are no ties between the ground and the supporting beams below the house.  They were cut when the house was raised.

History:

Problems with the house being level and properly supported were exhibited shortly after Hurricane Katrina.  Mrs. Burk consulted a contractor at that time.  Mrs. Burk then contacted Mr.

Donald Allen when it appeared the contractor was unable to resolve the problem.  Mr. Allen contacted Dammon Engineering.  We talked with Mrs. Burk and she requested that we conduct a foundation inspection.

Recommendation:

Engage the services of an engineer to design an adequate foundation system to properly support the loads involved and meet the IBC requirements for tie downs. Have the new work accomplished by a competent contractor, and re level the house.

Sincerely

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

La. License No. 8796

This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


