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STRUCTURAL CERTIFICATION

For:
Mr. Bill Lingo

Location:
1407 C Royal Palm Dr.



Slidell, La

Construction:
Wood frame town house on concrete foundation and pilings, wood and vinyl siding, metal roof

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof and foundation of the town house.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.  This report is as outlined by the National Academy of Building Inspection Engineers Standards and Practices for Residential and Small Building Property Condition Surveys.  This report is not an explanation of cause, effect or engineering.

History:

Mr. Lingo contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residential property for the purpose of obtaining insurance.  Mr. Lingo stated that water did enter the town house to an unknown height during Hurricane Katrina.  The building is approximately five years old.

Findings:

This inspection covered visible components (foundation, wall and roof framing) and their ability to support the home.


Description



Problem areas
1. Number of levels




Two

2. Interior gutted




Yes

3. Debris cleaned




Yes

4. Floor framing




See Analysis

5. Roof framing 




Ok

6. Wall framing 




Ok

7. Any rot or termite damage


No

8. Is structure elevated



Yes

9. Structural distress or structural damage

None 

10. Failure or deterioration of the foundation 
None

Analysis:
See #4

The rear bedroom floor should be leveled to the floor joist.  Explanation: The plywood floor sits on top of the wood floor joist, over time wood expands and contracts with the amount of moisture in the air. This causes the wood floor to move around and become un-level. To level the wood floor to the wood joist requires a wedge to be inserted between the wood floor and wood floor joist and nails or screws to be inserted through the plywood into the floor joist. This is common maintenance item for homes along the Gulf Coast. This does not change or alter the structural design or integrity of the structure.

See #9

The rear deck attached to the residence floated off the mounting pads during hurricane Katrina, but it is not affecting the structure of the residence.

Action Recommendations

It is my recommendation that the floor should be properly leveled.  The rear deck should be raised and secured to the mounting pads.

Opinion:

There is a reasonable presumption of “ structural soundness” of the original design, which was constructed using accepted, conventional materials and methods.  It is my opinion that the above residence is structurally sound and capable of being restored to its original design.

Sincerely,

Emmett Dammon

La. License 8796
