STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Date:
September 14, 2005

Type:
Residential

RE:
Post-Hurricane Katrina Structural Inspection
Structure:
Wood frame with vinyl siding on slab
Built approximately 2005

Owner(s): 
Robert Marloff

Property: 
1709 4th St.



Slidell, La 



(985)641-8659 

History:

Mr. Marloff contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced residence.  He was concerned that a tree that had fallen on his house may have caused structural issues.  The door to the laundry room will not close and the doorjamb for this door now was not touching the floor.

Findings:

The first floor of the primary dwelling received several inches of water.  The tree that had fallen on the house was actually being supported by the house next door.  Only the top of the tree and several large branches were sitting on the referenced dwelling.  The door to the laundry room did not close completely because it was hitting on the doorjamb.  There was a gap between the doorjamb and the floor.

A level inspection of the primary dwelling shows that the slab varies only .5 of an inch (5/10”) over the entire first floor.  An inspection was made of the attic, all rafters and ceiling joist appear to be in good condition.

Analysis:

Since the tree that had fallen on the house was actually being supported by the house next door no structural damage was caused.  The doorjamb to the laundry room appears to have swollen due to the floodwaters causing the bottom of the doorjamb to interfere with the door being closed.  The doorjamb appears to have been filled with caulk between the doorjamb and the floor and this caulk was probably exhumed during the cleaning process after the storm, causing a gap between the floor and the doorjamb. 

Conclusion:

The tree should be removed from the roof and the roofing shingles repaired.  Since the entire house had water damage all baseboards and doorjambs should be removed and replaced along with the sheetrock behind them.
It is my professional opinion that this house is structurally sound.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Louisiana License No. 8796
This inspection is limited to the apparent visual conditions of the structural components of this building.  It does not cover, nor attempts to cover, any components, items, and/or conditions which, by their nature or location, are concealed or are difficult or hazardous to inspect, or which require the moving of furniture, flooring materials, rugs, fixtures, appliances, or any component-part nailed, bolted, or screwed down or shut.  No opinions are expressed regarding conditions which could be discovered only by the disassembly of any component parts, special testing, or removal of any concealing objects.

Inspections are made under normal weather conditions, and are not opinions of the conditions of the property and/or structure which may exist under unusual weather conditions, such as, but not limited to floods, heavy rains or snows, high winds, temperature extremes, or any act of God.  Specific hazardous wastes, toxic substances, toxic mold, air and water quality, communicable diseases, asbestos, soil, environmental, radon, carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, building code and termite conditions are not included in this report unless otherwise stipulated.

This report is not a warranty or guarantee of the property inspected, but it is our opinion of its condition at the time inspected.  Our liability shall be limited to reimbursement of the total cost of inspection.


