Structural Inspection

Thursday, May 01, 2008

Location:
3295 E. Causeway Blvd.

Mandeville, LA 70471

For:
Mrs. Pier Jenkins

1358 Rue Bauvias

Mandeville, LA 70471

Phone:  H-6245531, Cell-264-837

Construction:

Commercial building, brick veneer, wood frame, composition shingle roof, concrete slab floor/foundation.

History:

Mrs. Jenkins contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the above referenced commercial property for the purpose of obtaining insurance.  The building served as her father’s dental practice until the fire that appeared to have started in an aquarium tank in the waiting room.

Scope:

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof, and foundation of the building.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.  This report is as outlined by the National Academy of Building Inspection Engineers Standards and Practices for Residential and Small Building Property Condition Surveys.  This report is not an explanation of cause, effect or engineering.

Findings:

This inspection covered visible components (foundation, walls, and roof framing, and their ability to support the building.

Description



Findings
1.   Number of levels



One

2.   Interior gutted



No

3.   Debris removed



No

4.   Floor framing



Concrete, OK

5.   Roof framing



OK, no damage

6.  Wall Framing



OK, sheetrock remains

7.   Signs of rot or termites* present

None

8.   Is structure elevated


No

9.   Signs of structural damage or distress
None

10. Failure or deterioration of foundation
No

Analysis:

The fire was contained in a small area in the waiting room, and was apparently extinguished very quickly.  There is a hole in the waiting room ceiling apparently made by the firemen to insure the ceiling joist and rafters were not burning.  A window close to the fire location was broken and flames apparently reached the vinyl soffit and melted a small area.  The interior has heavy smoke damage, but no sheetrock burned except a very small area where the fire originated.  We found the ceiling joist to be in excellent condition with no trace of smoke on the surfaces.

Conclusion:

This building is structurally sound and is capable of being restored to its original condition.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

