Structural Inspection

Monday, January 14, 2008

For:
Pro Builders


2264 7th Street

Mandeville, LA 70471

Office Telephone:
895-727-3151

Jim Salvant:

504-296-2980

Patrick O’Neill:
985-758-4926

Property Inspected:
35244 Jackson Street

Slidell, LA 70460

Construction:

Wood frame with vinyl siding, composition roof shingles, concrete slab floors

Scope:

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, floors, roof and foundation of the residence.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.  This report is as outlined by the National Academy of Building Inspection Engineers Standards and Practices for Residential and Small Building Property Condition Surveys.  This report is not an explanation of cause, effect, or engineering.

History:

Mr. Jim Salvant with Pro Builders contacted Dammon Engineering to request a structural inspection on the above listed property.  The house sustained a small fire limited to the ceiling in a bathroom that burned through four members of two trusses overhead. The fire originated in a ceiling light/heater that had inadvertently been left running.  The fire was limited to this immediate area and sustained minimal smoke damage.

Findings:

Description





Findings
1.   Numbers of levels





One

2.   Interior Gutted





No, Occupied

3.   Debris Removed





Yes

4.   Floor Framing





N/A

5.   Roof Framing





Truss Constriction

6.   Wall Framing





Conventional Wood Framing

7.   Signs of Rot or Termites*




None Seen

8.   Structure Elevated





No

9.   Sign of Structural Damage or Distress


None

10.  Failure or Deterioration of Foundation


None

*Termite inspection not conducted

Damage is limited to the two overhead trusses, sheetrock and several sections of wiring immediately above a bathroom in the central section of the residence.

Complete removal of the damaged trusses will not be necessary.  The two damaged trusses can be repaired in place.  It is necessary to remove the two sections that run from the roof ridge down to the junction where the truss is fastened with metal plates.  These two sections must be replaced with new material.  The two horizontal sections can be repaired in place.
Remove all charred wood.  Scab a 2x4 onto the side of each section running from where the metal plate is located and four feet beyond the end of the other section.  Use glue and screws to fasten the scab board to the side of these sections.  This will restore the necessary strength to the trusses.  Do not reuse the metal fastening plates.  New plates are to be used to refasten the joints of the trusses.

Conclusion:

After repairing, these trusses should be of sufficient strength to carry the load for which they are designed.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

