Foundation Inspection

March 12, 2008

Type: Primary residence.

For:  Mr. Jeremy McQueen

         4070 N. Sumatra Drive

         Bay St Louis, MS

Re:  Foundation design, post Katrina

Building:
New construction, wood frame, with composite roofing, elevated 8’ on single 16” block CMU piers above a concrete slab.  The foundation measures 34’ x 54’ 4” with piers at 17’ o.c. across and 16’o.c. along the length.  Each pier has two #5 rebars embedded in each pier extending from below the slab to the top of each pier.

History:
Mr. McQueen contacted Dammon Engineering to request a foundation inspection to assist his son in acquiring a building permit to complete the residence.  Hurricane Katrina destroyed the previous residence that was located on this site.  The original foundation had a footing around the perimeter and down the centerline that was 18” x 24” and a slab with wire mesh 6” thick.  After Katrina, Mr. McQueen topped off the original slab with an addition of a  4” slab of concrete.  At that time, the residence was in Hancock County.  
Shortly after Hurricane Katrina this area was annexed into the city limits of Bay St Louis.  The difficulty is that the slab had existed prior to the area being annexed.  Since the city has more stringent building codes, the city will not approve the foundation as it now exists, and will not grandfather the existing foundation.
Zoning inspectors advised Mr. McQueen to hire an engineering company to assist in resolving the problem.  Prior to receiving the stop work order, the house was closed in but does not yet have the interior walls or the siding completed. 

Mr. McQueen indicated that he would do what Dammon Engineering advises so the residence can be completed.   

