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February 10, 2011
Mr. Robert Sollberger

150 Chamale Drive

Slidell, LA 70460

 

Re: Structural Inspection of Gallery

      707 St Charles ave.

      New Orleans, La.

Mr. Sollberger,

I inspected the 2nd floor gallery (porch) at the above location on Friday February 4th, 2011 and determined the materials used to construct the porch and fabrication of the 2nd floor porch, while observing the connections.  The question had been raised as to its ability to be used by many people simultaneously to view Mardi Gras parades. 

Visual observance of the connection to the building and the outer beam that was supported by the 3 inch steel pipe columns, and the joist that was made from 5/8” thick steel plate, looked and checked out with calculations, using 200 lbs per SF loading.

Since the floor deck was attached using 2x4 joist nailers that are perpendicular to the 5/8” plate joist- and therefore bearing on the 5/8” wide joist that were 24 in. O.C., there is a possibility of shock loads cracking the 2x4’s when the joist are that far apart and that narrow.

It is my recommendation that additional 2x4’s be added to cut the span in half, i.e., to 12 in. O.C.  There is no need for additional clips to attach to the joist.

Mr. Navia, with Destiny Builders, reported that he was also going to strengthen the hand rail system. That should also be accomplished.

It was noted that concrete foundations were found below the sidewalk, and they were used as foundations for the columns.  Not knowing of any load tests being performed, I can only speculate that any subsidence will probably be gradual and not life threatening.

 
Sincerely,


Emmett G. Dammon, P.E.

