Structural Inspection

For: Dr. Palopoli, MD

Building location:
907 South Harrison Ave,

Covington, La.

Contacted by: Kenny Lauber (Contractor)

Ph 237 4969, C 237 4670

Building components:
Wood frame, brick veneer on Slab, with roof overhang covering porches front and back of building.  The roof overhang is supported by four columns on front and on rear of building, with three steel beams spanning the gap of approximately 31 ft between Columns.  According to the design drawings, each column has 4” pipe columns inside the wood and brick façade, with the façade providing no support for the roof load. The brick portion of the column façade was approximately 36” high.

Problem:
The column at the south west corner of the building has cracks in both the brick façade and in the concrete slab that supports the column (see photos).  I was told by Mr. Lauber that he had knowledge that after the pipe columns were first set in place as called out on the design drawings, the columns had to be moved. 
Mr. Lauber had a copy of the drawings and it was easy to see that the base plates of the corner columns as designed didn’t allow room between the base plate and the slab edge to lay brick as intended.  Quite possibly, in moving the columns, the green concrete cracked while performing the task.  I saw no other indications of problems in the slab, including this crack. 

The cracks in the façade may or may not be a result of the relocation, but since the façade does not support any of the structural load, this makes no difference.

Conclusion:
It is my professional opinion that the aforementioned cracks do not pose a structural problem.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. Dammon, P.E.,ASCE,
La License # 8796
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