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CONSULTING DESIGN STUDIES EXPERT WITNESS
1095 Florida Ave. P.0. Box 2830 985-649-3832
Slidell, LA 70458 Slidell, LA 70459 FAX 985-641-5950

Residence: 909 Terry Drive
Arabi, LA 70032

Forensic Examination

Findings:
From the affidavit provided me by your office and as sworn to by Mr. Sean Burkes, P.E,
I have investigated the applicable codes and provide you with the following:

1. Applicable Codes in St. Bernard Parish
a. Southern Building Code, 1997 Edition
b. CABO, One and Two Family Dwelling Code, 1995 Edition
¢. Americans with Disabilities Act, 1994

2. CABO was the official code book for residential construction, and is part of the
Southern Building Code. 1 spoke with the St. Bernard Parish building official’s
office (Mr. Michael Honeycutt), and was informed that the 1997 version of the
SBC was the code used by that parish in the year 2001 and was in effect until
2006, when the State of Louisiana required the use of the new International
Building Code, and any construction in the parish would fall under the SBC and
CABO, as it is part of the SBC.

. CABO covers both steps and landings. CABO, Article 312 states that “A
minimum of 3 ft. x 3 ft. landing shall be provided at each end of an egress door.”
“The landing shall be not more than 1 ¥4 inches lower than the top of the
threshold.”

[9%]

Under exception #2, to Article 312.1, the landing at the exterior doorway shall not
be more than 8 ¥4 inches below the top of the threshold. Thus, the existing
landing does not meet the requirement, nor does it meet the exceptions, since the
height of the existing landing (driveway) is 9 inches (from the slab up to the top
of the threshold), the allowable being 1 % inches.

Section 314.2 Treads and Risers
This section states that “the maximum riser height shall be 7 % inches. Thus, the
existing rise of 8.16 inches does not meet code.






[image: image2.png]Conclusion:

Using the information gleaned from the affidavit sworn to by Mr. Sean Burkes, and the
information located in the applicable codes above, it is my professional opinion that the
riser of the step exceeded the allowable height, and that the requirement for a landing
“CABO Article 312,” was not met by the builder.

Sincerely

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
La. License 8796
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CONSULTING DESIGN STUDIES EXPERT WITNESS
1095 Florida Ave. P.0. Box 2830 983-649-5832
Slidell, LA 70458 Shdell. LA 70439 FAX 985-641-3950

Affidavit of Results of Forensic Engineering Examination

State of Louisiana
Parish of St. Tammany

Before me, the undersigned notary, and in the presence of the two undersigned witnesses,
personally came and appeared:

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon
Who, being by me, notary, first duly sworn, did declare:

I am President and Chief Engineer of Dammon Engineering, Inc., 1095 Florida Ave.,
Slidell, Louisiana 70458. Dammon Engineering, Inc. has been in business since 1978. 1
received a Bachelor’s of Science degree from Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas, in
1961. I am a Licensed Professional Engineer in the States of Louisiana, Texas and
Mississippi. I first received my professional engineering license circa 1964.

I regularly attend continuing education courses as prescribed by law. Tam a member of
the Louisiana Engineering Society, National Society of Professional Engincers, American
Society of Civil Engineers and the Order of the Engineer.

T have been accepted in both Louisiana State courts and in Federal Courts, as an expert
witness in cases dealing with Civil Engineering as well as structural and electrical matters
in New Orleans, Louisiana, Mobile, Alabama, and the 22™ Judicial Court in St.
Tammany Parish.

1 was asked by Mr. Creig Knippenberg to examine the data provided by Mr. Sean Burkes,
including the statement of elevations and photos taken at 909 Terry Drive, Arabi,
Louisiana, and to provide my expert opinion, based on the governing codes, of the
legality of the existing entrance from the carport.

References:
1. Sean Burkes’s sworn affidavit, dated April 19, 2006, with photos attached.
2. Southern Building Code, 1997 Edition
3. “CABO” — Congress of American Building Officials, 1995 Edition
4. Americans with Disabilities Act, 1994





