STRUCTURAL INSPECTION

Friday, July 27, 2007

For: Reed Ingram

Property: 211 Cousin Street

                Slidell, LA 70458

Description:

The building is constructed with solid brick walls approximately 16” thick on all exterior walls.  The roof is metal supported by engineered trusses 24” o.c.  The second floor is supported by 2x12’ at 16” o.c. and anchored on the exterior wall and rests on an 8 inch steel I beam running from front to rear of the building.  This beam is supported vertically with four 4 inch steel pipe supports. 

Scope:

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof, and foundation.  No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Ingram contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced commercial property.  The property flooded to a depth of approximately 4 feet during Hurricane Katrina and is now under major reconstruction and renovation.  It is located in an area of Slidell historical district known as “Olde Town.”  This area was the original downtown business section of the city.  This building may well be 80-90 years old.

Findings:

 Most of the interior has been gutted.  Approximately 2/3 of the second floor has been removed.  The second floor joists are being replaced with engineered I trusses.  Replacement of the interior decking is underway and repairs are approximately 50% complete.

Analysis:

Renovations to this structure are partly due to its age and also the aftermath of a fire several years ago that burned part of the second floor and the roof.  There is no sign of settling or damage to the foundation.  From visual inspection, the foundation and walls appear to be in good condition.

Conclusion: 

It is my professional opinion that this structure is in good condition and with no permanent damage, and is capable of being restored to its original condition.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

