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STRUCTURAL CERTIFICATION

For:

Savoie & Luttrell

Subject:
Lauren Plaza Shopping Center

Location:
4006, 4020, 4042 Pontchartrain Dr.



Slidell, Louisiana 70458

Building Description:
The building is an approximately 120,000 s.f. commercial property constructed of CMU outer walls and brick veneer.  The building is divided into four sections with fire-rated CMU walls and it has a wet pipe fire suppression system.  The roof is asphalt and gravel coated material on corrugated metal. 

Scope: 

This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the interior and exterior walls, ceilings, floors, roof and foundation. No inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.

History:

Mr. Luttrell contacted Dammon Engineering to perform a structural inspection on the referenced commercial property.  Mr. Luttrell stated that water did enter the building to an approximate height of four feet during Hurricane Katrina.  The building is approximately thirty years old.

Findings:

A visual inspection of the property revealed the following:

1. Damages to the roof are minimal, vent fans were blown from their mounts, A/C units appear to be intact, and there is light damage to the southwest corner of the roof covering. There are roof flashings missing from around the A/C units.  The metal roof covering the walkways has been blown off.

2. The CMU interior and exterior walls are in good condition with exception of the south wall. The south wall has mortar cracks around the CMU blocks. The CMU blocks are not damaged or loose and the foundation is intact.

3. Portions of the metal ceilings along the covered walk have been blown out and no longer exist.  Ceilings in the main structure of the building were damaged by wind and/or rain.

4. The brick façade on the west side of the building is in good condition. Windows on the west side of the building are broken and secured with plywood. 

5. Interior gypsum wallboard and floor coverings, doors, windows and trim were damaged by floodwaters of hurricane Katrina.

Analysis:

The damage to the buildings is the result of high winds and floodwater of Hurricane Katrina.  Based on a visual site inspection, the foundation system appears to be in good condition 

Conclusion:

It is my professional opinion that this building has not suffered any major structural damages due to Hurricane Katrina, and that it is capable of being restored to its original condition.

Sincerely,

Emmett Dammon

La. License 8796

