
Floor Support Beam

Grade Beam or
Unreinforced

Concrete Slab

Concrete Slab
Not Connected to

Vertical Foundation
Member

Expected Point of Failure (see Figure 3).
Connections made with nails or
comparable-capacity fasteners only.
Do not use high-capacity fasteners
(e.g., bolts, lag screws, hurricane straps). 

Secondary Point of Failure (see Figure 4).
Connections made with nails or
comparable-capacity fasteners only.
Do not use high-capacity fasteners
(e.g., bolts, lag screws, hurricane straps). 

Breakaway
Wall
Bottom Plate

Breakaway Stud
(Not to Exceed 
2"x4")

24" or

Wider

Sheathing

Breakaway
Wall
Top Plate

4" Wide Utility
Blockout (Created
With Extra Studs,

as Shown, or With
6" Blocks)

Vertical Foundation
Member

Gap Between
Wall and Vertical

Foundation Member
(Optional)

Figure 6 Typical wood-frame breakaway wall construction.
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