December 17, 2004

Mr. Don Zeringue

Office of State Fire Marshal
8181 Independence Boulevard

Baton Rouge, Louisiana   70806

Re:  P0262378

       Villa Revage’ Condo’s 

Dear Mr. Zeringue,
During a recent Fire Marshal courtesy inspection, an issue was brought up relating to the risers of the interior stairs which are at 7 9/16” rise with an 11 ¼” tread and a ¾” bullnose, as per our original plans.  It was our understanding that these were acceptable parameters according to the Life Safety Code Handbook, 2000, per 24.2.215, exception No. 4, in the one and two family dwellings section.  

Since these are condominiums and the interiors from wall to wall are privately owned with a maximum 4 persons in each unit, they will be aware of the stairs configuration. The exterior stairs are for public use and will be a maximum of 7” rise and a minimum of 11” tread without any bullnose.  The treads would also be acceptable according to the International Residential Code, per R314.2.  It is our belief that these condos should fall into the one to two family code and not under apartment rating.

We are requesting a variance in this matter and would appreciate your prompt response. Please call me with any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Chuck Dammon 

VP/Project Manager

