June 21, 2006

John, this is what we discussed this morning. Could you please verify for us?

We are designing a new mini-storage facility. The buildings will be classified as occupancy group S-1 (moderate-hazard storage). IBC 2003 states in Section 903.2.8 (pg.167) that an automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings where:

1. a group S-1 fire area exceeds 12,000 sf. (all fire areas have been kept under this limit by separating the building with 2hr. firewalls)

2. a group S-1 fire area is more that 3 stories high. (this is a single story structure)

3. the combined area of all group S-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines, exceeds 24,000  sf. (this is where the problem is, the total area of building A is 25,500 sf. And building B is 39,200 sf.)

Our overall sf. for these buildings exceed 24,000 sf., but the buildings are broken up into <=12,000 sf. fire areas. Do we still need to install a automatic sprinkler system in these buildings?

