Waldemar S. Nelson President’s Award for Distinguished Service to LES

The Waldemar S. Nelson President’s Award is given for distinguished service to the Louisiana Engineering Society by an engineer member of the Society, who has provided outstanding service to the Society, in an unselfish manner and in keeping with the highest professional standards.  This award is named in honor of Waldemar S. Nelson, P.E., a distinguished member of the Society since 1936.

Theodore H. Thompson, P.E., L.S.I.T.

Theodore H. "Ted" Thompson is a civil engineer employed by F. Miller & Sons, Inc, a Lake Charles contractor.  He began his civilian career as a field engineer for F. Miller following active duty with the US Army and serving in Viet Nam.  With F. Miller & Sons, Ted was able to complete over 30 years of active, National Guard, and Reserve service in the US Army and retired at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 1999.

At F. Miller and Sons he has various responsibilities, among these are cost engineer, computer systems manager, Safety and Risk Manager, scheduler, estimator, programmer, and EEO Program Administrator.  Ted recently had the added duty of project manager of a large hotel project.  Additionally, he is a visiting lecturer at McNeese State University, teaching evening engineering courses.

Ted has been an active member of the Louisiana Engineering Society for many years.  He served as President of the Society in 1999-2000.  He has served as Lake Charles Chapter President in 1993-1994 and State Director 1994-1996.  In addition to the State officer positions Ted has served on The Constitution and Bylaws Committee (chair), Liaison Committee with the State Board of Registration (chair), Long Range Planning Committee (chair), Membership Committee (chair), Honors and Award Committee (chair), and Professional Engineers in Construction Committee.  He has also the present Lake Charles Chapter President for a second time and is currently serving as the Treasurer of the Louisiana Engineering Foundation.

Ted has also been active with the Associated General Contractors, having served on State AGC committees of Safety and Environmental (chair) and Equal Employment Opportunity Committee.  He also has taught a number of Superintendent Training Program courses for the AGC in Lake Charles and Lafayette.

He received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering in 1974 from McNeese State University and his Master of Engineering Degree in 1997 from McNeese.  Ted is a registered Civil and Environmental Engineer and Land Surveyor-in-Training in Louisiana.

Ted and his wife, Martha, reside in Sulphur, Louisiana.  They have one married daughter, Penny, who is a civil engineer E.I.T. with the Texas Department of Transportation and is married to Erik Simpson a chemical E.I.T., employed by Premcor in Texas.  So engineering continues to run in the family.

James M. Todd Technological Accomplishment Award

The James M. Todd Technological Accomplishment Medal is given for distinguished services by an engineer for technological advancement or discoveries as contributions to the advancement of engineering.

Dr. Ehab Amin Meselhe, P.E.

Dr. Meselhe received his Bachelor of Science in Engineering from Zagazig University in Cairo, Egypt in 1987, and received his Master of Science in Engineering and Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in 1991, and 1994, respectively.

Dr. Meselhe is currently an Assistant Professor in Civil Engineering at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  He is a recipient of numerous awards including the 2001 award under the ASCE Faculty Advisor Reward Program given by the Committee on Student Activities (CSA), the Contractors Educational Trust Fund/BORSF endowed professorship in civil engineering effective Fall 2000 and for the duration of three years, the 1999-2000 Chi Epsilon Excellence in Teaching Award for the Southern District, and the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 1999 Best Technical Note Award for the Journal of Hydraulic Engineering.

Dr. Meselhe’s main area of interest is environmental hydraulics and hydrology, restoration and protection of coastal wetlands, computational hydraulics and fluid dynamics, and contaminant and sediment transport.  During his tenure at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette he has established and sustained a strong externally funded research program.  Over the past four years he secured grants from federal, state, and local agencies with a combined budget in excess of $1.5 Million dollars.

Dr. Meselhe has devoted himself to researching the problems of flooding in Louisiana’s low-gradient coastal flood plains, and the sever losses in coastal marshes.  He has been able to build upon previous computer models and adapt them to the study of causes of Louisiana’s coastal land loss.  He has developed detailed three-dimensional computational models of numerous wetlands and rivers throughout the United States, including much of Louisiana’s endangered wetlands.

He is currently serving as the Vice-Chairman of the National ASCE “Computational Hydraulics” Technical Committee, and the Chairman of the ASCE “Computational Hydraulics Monograph” Task Committee.  He is also currently serving as the faculty advisor to the University of Louisiana ASCE student chapter.

F. Hugh Coughlin Young Engineer Award

This award is given to an engineer not over 35 years of age who has, to a high degree, demonstrated capabilities in this chosen field.  F. Hugh Coughlin was a member of the LES from 1944 until his death in 1979.  His financial support not only pays for this award to infinity but other awards in our program.  His interest in and support of young engineers was very instrumental in the establishing of this award.  His name was added to the award in 1975.

Kevin E. Crosby, P.E.

Kevin E. Crosby, P.E., is an associate and currently serves as Project Manager and Survey Department Supervisor with the firm of Lazenby & Associates, Inc., in West Monroe, Louisiana.  He has been with the firm since 1993.

Kevin graduated magna cum laude in 1992 from Louisiana Tech University with a Bachelor Degree in Civil Engineering.  While at Louisiana Tech, he was a member of the La. Tech Honor Society, Phi Kappa Phi; Civil Engineering Honor Society, Chi Epsilon; and Engineering Honor Society, Tau Beta Pi.  He maintained the highest GPA of Civil Engineering Seniors at Tech in 1992 as well as serving as ASCE Student Chapter Vice-President and Student Government Association Engineering Senator.

Since 1992, Kevin has assisted with the Mathcounts Program in Ouachita Parish and was Regional Coordinator 1994 through 1996.  He has served as Treasurer, Second-Vice-President, Vice President and President of the Monroe Chapter of the Louisiana Engineering Society.  On the state level, he has been a committee member on the Membership Committee, Honors & Awards Committee, and CPD Committee of the Louisiana Engineering Society.  

During 1999, Kevin completed the year-long training program known as Leadership Ouachita sponsored by the Monroe Chamber of Commerce to develop future leaders in Ouachita Parish and the State of Louisiana.  He has served as a board member of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) to represent abused and neglected children in the Fourth Judicial District.  Kevin’s interest in youth extends to his service as an assistant coach in boys’ football and basketball programs, Dixie Youth Baseball program, and AWANA activity leader with Calvary Baptist Church.  He and his wife are active members of Calvary Baptist Church of Monroe.

Kevin is a native of Oak Grove, Louisiana, where he graduated as valedictorian of the 1986 class of Oak Grove High School and remains an avid supporter of the school.  He and his wife, the former Sabrina Helmer of Oak Grove, have a four-year old daughter MacKenzie and reside in Monroe.

Andrew M. Lockett Medal for Civic Activities

The Andrew M. Lockett Medal is the society’s civic activities award and was first given in 1951.  It is named to honor Andrew M. Lockett, a member of LES from 1900 until his death in 1945.

Emmett (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

Emmett (Pete) Dammon is president and Chief Engineer of Dammon Engineering, Inc., a firm of Engineers and Architects located in Slidell, Louisiana.  He received his B.S. from Lamar University after serving in the army in the Korean War.  Pete worked in the Oil Refining, Space and Shipbuilding industries, prior to opening his own firm in 1978.  Dammon Engineering was originally located in New Orleans, and in 1985 was moved to Slidell.  Almost immediately after locating his office in Slidell, Pete became involved in area civic activities.

Pete is a past president of the New Orleans Chapter of LES, past president (1993-1994) and currant president (2001-2002) of the Rotary Club of Slidell, past Chamber of Commerce Vice President, past district officer of the Rotary International, and recipient of the Slidell Chamber of Commerce “Emmett G (Pete) Dammon, Ethics in Business Award”.  He is presently a member of the St. Tammany Parish Board of Zoning Appeals, the City of Slidell Code Appeals Board, and has been involved in many activities to foster better government in his community and state.

Pete was presented a key to the City of Slidell in appreciation of his ethical role with the St. Tammany Parish School Board extortion case, after working with the FBI to bring about the arrest and conviction of school board members who had extorted Engineers and Architects for years.

Mr. Dammon has been successful in bringing several delegations of Russian business leaders to our area to teach them how a capitalistic and free enterprise system operates, and to foster a better understanding between peoples of our countries.  Each year, Pete has foreign business leaders (team members of Rotary’s Group study exchange) stay in his home, while learning about our business community.He is an incorporator of the Slidell Heritage Festival, a citywide event that raises money for local charities.  

 Pete continues to work past normal retirement age, allowing him to use his talents to further the Profession of Engineering and the work of Rotary and other service organizations in his community.  In the 2001-2002 year, Dammon Engineering donated their services to design a 9,000 square foot daycare center for the St. Tammany Association for Retarded Citizens (S.T.A.R.C.) now under construction in Mandeville, Louisiana.  This is only one of many projects Pete has undertaken that demonstrates the involvement of our society members, in their communities.

A.B. Paterson Medal for an Engineer in Management

The Louisiana Engineering Society has a special award for an engineer who distinguished himself in management.  This is the A.B. Paterson Medal, which was first given in 1965.  Albert B. Paterson, an active member of the Society from 1923 until his death in 1952, was an engineer, administrator, executive, banker, civic leader and humanitairian.

Terry J. Huval, P.E.

For the past 7 years, Terry Huval has served as Director of the Lafayette Utilities System (LUS) within the Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated Government.  The largest municipally-owned utility system in Louisiana, LUS has a century-long tradition of providing quality electric, water and wastewater services.  LUS has an annual budget of $175 million including 437 full-time employees with a current payroll of $17 million.

Under Mr. Huval’s direction, LUS has achieved the state’s lowest electrical rates, the state’s best electrical reliability rates, and the best tasting water in the state and region.  At the same time the system is able to transfer $17 million annually to the city general fund.  This transfer helps to pay over 30% of the cost of other local government services, such as fire and police.  The most extensive expansions of water and wastewater facilities in the history of the city have occurred during Mr. Huval’s tenure.  These expansions include the doubling of capacity at the water facilities and infrastructure improvements to the wastewater system.

Recently, LUS entered the world of high-speed broadband.  Along with support from Lafayette Consolidated Government, local business and economic development leaders, LUS will partner with retail telecommunications providers in utilizing its existing fiber optic infrastructure.  Retail telecommunications providers will offer various services to Lafayette residents and businesses by accessing the LUS fiber optic loop around the city.   In doing so, LUS becomes the first municipally-owned utility in this region to offer such services.  The entrance into this arena has sparked a number of economic development inquiries from companies interested in locating their businesses in Lafayette.

A University of Louisiana at Lafayette electrical engineering graduate and a Registered Professional Engineer in the States of Louisiana and Texas, Mr. Huval serves as the incoming Chairman of the Board for the United Way of Acadiana, serves on the board of the Greater Lafayette Chamber of Commerce and Louisiana Energy and Power Authority.  Mr. Huval speaks both French and English and is the leader of a popular local Cajun band.

Prior to his arrival at LUS, Mr. Huval served in various positions with Gulf States Utilities (now Entergy) before becoming District Manager of Entergy’s Acadiana District.  He is married to the former Annette Foreman and has 3 young sons, Andre’, Phillip, and Luke.

Leo M. Odom Award for Services to the Profession

The Leo M. Odom Award, named after its first recipient in 1972, is given for distinguished service to the engineering profession in Louisiana by a registered Professional Engineer member of the Society, who, over a period of long duration, has demonstrated leadership in technical societies and other professional engineering groups.

ALI M. MUSTAPHA, P.E.

Ali M. Mustapha received his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Louisiana Tech University in 1985.  He is a registered Professional Civil and Environmental Engineer in Louisiana and a registered Professional Engineer in Arkansas.  

Mr. Mustapha started his career as a Project Engineer with Summerlin Associates, a civil engineering consulting firm in Little Rock, Arkansas.  In 1988, he joined the Little Rock Wastewater Utility as a Staff Engineer where he established the Inflow/Infiltration assessment program and the infra-structure rehabilitation program.  In 1990, Mr. Mustapha moved to Shreveport where he was appointed as the City’s Drainage Engineer/Stormwater & Floodplain Administrator.  While working for the City, Mr. Mustapha was instrumental in creating programs to reduce flooding and improve drainage.  In 1992, he established the Flood Prone Property Acquisition Program for the City.  The success of the program in Shreveport became a leading model for other municipalities in the state and the region.  In 1993, Mr. Mustapha was instrumental in establishing the City’s Stormwater Management Program which was created to insure compliance with EPA’s Clean Water Act requirements for municipal separate Storm water System (MS4).  Shreveport was the first municipality in the State to receive an NPDES permit and create programs to comply with the Clean Water Act regulations. In February of 2001 Mr. Mustapha was appointed as the City’s Water, Sewerage & Drainage Chief Engineer. 

Mr. Mustapha has been an active member of the Louisiana Engineering Society for many years and has served in all Shreveport’s Chapter elective offices and is currently serving as 2nd Vice President of LES.  Also he holds memberships in the National Society of Professional Engineers, the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Association of State Floodplain Managers and the Louisiana Floodplain Management Association.  He served as President of the Shreveport Branch of ASCE in 2000-2001 and as a Director at Large on the ASCE Louisiana Section Board of Direction.  

Mr. Mustapha received special recognition for outstanding service to the Shreveport’s Chapter of LES in 1999 and was awarded the E.M. Freeman Society Participation Award.  In 2000 he received the Louisiana Section of ASCE Outstanding Government Civil Engineer Award and in 2001 he was awarded the Sections’ President Metal Award.

Mr. Mustapha is also active in many civic and community organizations.  He speaks very often to community, professional and civic groups and in his free time he coaches his children’s soccer teams and assists in coaching other sports.

