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December 15, 1999

December 15, 1999
Ms. Lydia J. Alford, Esq.

Alford &Alford

542 Old Spanish Trail

Slidell, LA  70458

RE;
Dammon Engineering v. Abbas Hamidian
Dear Lydia:

I am in receipt of the letter from Mr Mancuso, and to say the least, it is shocking.

As with all my clients for all commercial work, our design fee was to provide a Fire Marshall approved set of drawings, ready to be presented to the Parish for a building permit.  We do, at the end of the project have to inspect it and fill out at request for the Fire Marshall inspection, this is about a $100.00 item.  Mr. Hamidian knew this and in our previous discussion he never attempted to say that I was to do more than I had already accomplished.  I suspect that Mr. Mancuso dreamed this up.

Mr. Hamidian proposed to me earlier to settle for $4000.00, I rejected this because of the following.

I only had 10% profit in the project, as I have explained to Mr. Hamidian, I had to pay employees, equipment cost, insurance etc., and all this meant that the $11,000.00 came out of my salary, as I am the one who absorbs all losses.  This meant that my family had to do without while his didn’t.  He sends his kids to a private school etc., and enjoys a life style that says he can afford to pay his debts.

Mr. Hamidian was going to buy property from Pat Miramon to build his “Lube” store on.  When he couldn’t swing his loan deal, he ask Mr. Miramon to build the store and lease it to him in some kind of lease purchase agreement.  After pricing the original concept (which was shown on our drawings) and deciding it was too costly, Mr. Miramons employees, acting as agents for Mr. Hamidian in that they had discussed using a metal building, had us to redesign the exterior wall, just enough to price using the metal building concept.  This added another 16 man hours of work for 

which I cut down as much as possible and only charged $750.00.  Mr. Hamidian was aware of all this.

In his last paragraph, Mr. Mancuso alleges some how that  $6,200.00 would be paid on the $11,000.00 bill, if I accepted.  I had to borrow money and paid interest on this dept.  I fully expect Mr. Hamidian to pay for the original debt, the interest I paid and invoiced him for, and for the cost of court and attorney fees.

I have no problem in taking Mr. Hamidian to court.

Answer to your letter:


I can show that percentage wise, my fee was only about two (2) percent of the estimated construction cost.  Fees range up to 10% -12% when administering construction.  I don’t think we would have a problem in getting an Architect to say this was more than a fair price.  We also have the recommended fees formulas of the state, and in estimating books.  Remember, I sent him invoices for the total amount and he made payments on these that should be an admission that the fee was as invoiced.

Sincerely,
Emmett G (Pete) Dammon P.E.,

