April 1, 2005

Mr. Jim Lamz

636 Gause Blvd.

Slidell, Louisiana  70458

Dear Jim,

While the analysis of the codes governing the ramp and the landing are necessary for a complete understanding of the situation, I feel that since Ms. Skinner walked around the ramp to look at the ballot, the Parish will argue that the ramp was not involved.

The better argument may be if she tripped when she attempted to step up on the landing after reading the ballot and the incorrect riser height, along with the fact that the concrete sidewalk under the temporary landing ended at approximately where she was standing, probably causing her to catch her heel or foot while turning and stepping up on the landing.  If she was standing on the ground, it was possibly 8 or more inches up to the landing, and the riser was open, an additional tripping hazard.

If you need any further information, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

