October 28, 2004

Mr. Glen Kent

La. Board of Registration for Professional Engineers

9643 Brookline Ave., Suite 121

Baton Rouge, LA  70809-1443

RE:
Request for Guidance Concerning


2000 International Residential Building Code

Dear Mr. Kent,

The City of Slidell has just mandated that all residential design projects will be prepared by a design professional; a copy of their letter is attached.

This of course is good news, except that I think that the city feels that the house designers should be able to learn all the design requirements, and as long as the design professional checks the work and approves it, it would be legal.  I believe that the city is now making arrangements for someone to hold classes for the house designers to teach them the code, their thinking being that if the design professional checked the work and approved it, he would provide the stamping of the project, possibly adding what hadn’t been covered by the house designer.  This, I think, does not go along with the engineering laws and rules.

I am proposing that those local house designers who wish to work with me (my company) on their projects, attend a class that we would present, that would have them (the designer) contact and work under our guidance to ensure a complete design package on each project.  This will still not sit well with them, as we will have to charge more for this service than they wish to pay, but it would allow them to continue designing houses in the city.

I ask that the board provide guidance to both myself and the City of Slidell on this matter.  I am sure that this will be coming up in many other jurisdictions, as the IBC 2000 Residential Code is adopted, especially in the storm prone areas.

Sincerely

Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.

cc:
Dean Born, Director of Permits, City of Slidell, Louisiana

