February 14, 2007

Mr. Robert Eddelman

Deputy Executive Secretary

Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board

9643 Brookline Avenue, Ste 121

Baton Rouge, LA  70809-1433

Dear Robert,

I was just sent a copy of your enclosed article by the Fire Marshal’s office.  It contained the underlined message regarding Professional Engineer stamps, and was sent to me regarding my use of my Professional Engineer’s stamp on projects that are under 4,000 s.f. and therefore do not require a stamp by the Fire Marshal.
First, let me say that when we were first recognized as Professional Engineers, I thought that a long time slight against me by the board had finally been eradicated.  As you may recall, I was in business long before the law was changed to require that an Architect or Civil Engineer stamp be required when sending drawings to the Fire Marshal.  I have dutifully always hired either an Architect or Civil Engineer to represent my company in that respect.
I have myself designed in the field for many years, and have exercised the highest level of engineering proficiency and ethics in our work.  In this regard, I stamp the work I do for my clients.

Now, the Fire Marshal says I can’t even stamp a drawing that doesn’t require a stamp.  Something is wrong here.  Someone with absolutely no knowledge of engineering can send a project to the Fire Marshal if it meets these size requirements, but I can’t as an engineer.
I know it all goes back to politics when the architects had the law changed.  The engineering board should have worked harder to stop that law from being passed.  Now the Fire Marshal, who does not check for proficiency of civil structural design, has this absurd requirement.
It’s time that the board do right by me, and allow me to use a civil engineering stamp, or make arrangements with the Fire Marshal that he accepts my Professional stamp with all my work.  I am seventy five years old, my firm and I are well respected for my engineering in all disciplines and in three states, and my own state really says that I can’t practice my trade.  I am tired of being treated like a novice in the field, and I demand that this injustice be corrected.
Please bring this matter to the attention of the board.
Sincerely,

Emmett G. Dammon, P.E.
La. License 8796
Attachment
