HOW DID INJURY OCCUR?

John Lewis and Kevin Sweeney carried a timber (6x6x16) used as a temp pole to the location to be installed.  Approximately ½ way, Kevin screamed out in pain and dropped his end of the timber.  Kevin was sent home and told to see a doctor before returning to work.  Kevin called me Monday afternoon and told me that he had torn a muscle in his shoulder.  Kevin then informed me that he was filing for a worker’s comp claim.  The wood weighs approximately 75 to 100 lbs.

DO YOU QUESTION THE LEGITIMACY OF THIS INJURY? WHY?

Kevin missed worked on Monday, December 5 due to what he described as a sore/achy shoulder.  I informed him at that time that he would not be allowed to return to work until he produced a note from his doctor.  He produced the note and was allowed to return to work on Tuesday December 6.  Three days later this injury occurred.

WHAT ACTIONS ARE NEEDED TO PREVENT FUTURE INJURY?

Refusing to allow anyone complaining of muscle aches or pains to return to work without sufficient evidence that they are ready and prepared to do so.
