                                      HURRICANE  KATRINA  MEMORIAL

  Hurricane Katrina dealt a devastating blow to the Louisiana & Mississippi gulf coast. The center of the Storm passed approximately on the Mississippi-Louisiana border, putting our Parish & City in the Northwest Quadrant of the approaching Storm. The damage to the east and southeastern parts of St. Tammany Parish & the City of Slidell was catastrophic. Houses, cars, boats, personal property and myriads of things that made our lives happy were swept away, never to be found. Other homes were so badly damaged that little or no hope of recovery faced their owners. 

  People died, some during the storm and many in the days and weeks to come, when they couldn’t cope with the damage to their lives and physical being, others by accident when tackling the seemingly insurmountable task of clean up & rebuilding.

  Will future generations of the area remember what has happened to their Grandparents & Great-Grandparents? Time not only heals wounds, but it tends to lose the accounts of   important happenings.  

  I personally witnessed Katrina, but I was not prepared for what I was to see in the coming days and months as I traveled the area in the work of my profession. I soon realized that I needed to work towards our community having a Memorial that recognized this catastrophe and the effect it had on the entire population, our Parish and City governments, our schools and school children, churches and so on, having no end to the misery it bestowed.

  Then there was the bright spot. People, church groups, college students, and others from all walks of life came in busses and cars and trucks loaded with people who gave up their vacations, took off from their jobs and came here to struggle in the grime, eat M.R.E. rations, and help us dig out. They cut trees, gutted houses, you name it & they did it, and all out of love for their fellow man in Slidell, a place many of them had never heard of, and they are still coming. They must also be remembered in the memorial.

  When my Company was awarded the contract to design the renovations to the storm and flood damaged St. Tammany Parish, Slidell Administrative complex (AKA The Towers building), I very quickly decided that this would be the ideal place for the monument. I spoke with an enthusiastic Parish President, Kevin Davis, about the Memorial and it was agreed that this would be the perfect location.
My Idea of what the Memorial should portray is.

The Memorial will incorporate

1. A Monument dedicated to the remembrance of the devastation, and to the dedicated people who provided help during the event.

2. A monument in recognition of all who gave of their time, sent needed supplies, food and millions and millions of dollars to aid in our recovery.

3. Testimonies from people who will send us their written and/or taped (CD) experience, as they lived through the Hurricane and/or their experience when they returned to find their plight. Selected single page testimonies will be displayed near the Memorial, while others will be preserved for future use. CD`s will be handled in the same way.

  I will be talking to local clubs and others about the Memorial and will be forming a committee to oversee the project & raise funds to pay for the memorial. The St. Tammany Parish commission on the Arts will also be involved in the design of the project.

  It has been nearly two years since our people were dealt this terrible blow, and we are still working to come out of it. Sometimes it’s hard to see why we should pause at this time to work on a Memorial. The answer is, if we wait, the importance of the scene will be dulled or wiped out, not to be recaptured for this important reminder.

  As soon as a committee is formed, we will furnish information to the public to request their testimonies. Interested persons should start putting their recollections on their selected media.
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