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ARIE KOSTER  - TEAM LEADER   I`m 70 years and married to Anny. We have 2 children, 5 wonderful grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild.  I am an active member of the Rotary-Club Oosterhout, since 1980. During this time, I have served my club as President, and in 1994/95, I served the District 1610 as Governor. In previous years, I was member of the Dutch Jaycees of which I was also National President.
 I retired in 2003 from my position as director and owner of a paint contracting company. In the same time I serving the National Education Organisation for painters and decorators for 20 years. A national institute where young people are trained and their knowledge into practice.

 

Arie Koster

Alfons  Servaislei 96 B, box 4

2900 Schoten

Belgium

Tel.  ++32.3 658 07 70

e-mail: ariekoster@unitedtelecom.be
Werner Halter, 33 years old. He is graduated in Civil Engineering at the Delft University of Technology. Since 1999 he has worked for Fugro, an international engineering consulting company. His main activities are testing, design and construction of levees. Besides he does forensic levee failure investigations and geotechnical effect studies.

His main motivation for this exchange project is based on his affection with low areas all around the world. During his youth, he lived in the lowest area of The Netherlands, at an elevation of 22 feet below sea level. The vulnerable Dutch delta region has many similarities with the Mississippi River Delta. Of course he is interested in the rich culture of South Louisiana and Mississippi too.

In his spare time he enjoys outdoor activities like running, hiking and cycling.
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Nadine Slootjes, 29 years old. After finishing her Master thesis in Physical Geography at Utrecht University, her first job was at the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management. Nadine worked there as an advisor in water management. Since 2006 she works as a consultant at HKV Consultants, an independent research and consultancy firm. Nadine’s expertise is flood risk management, which includes computation of failure probabilities of the flood defences, flood simulations, damage assessments and flood mitigation measures. 

Her motivation to join this exchange program is to learn from the social, cultural and economic impact of a flooding and the way the recovery of a flooded area proceeds. But besides the profesionnal interest, Nadine wishes to learn more about the American cultural and the beautiful nature of Louisiana and Mississippi! The more, because she is a enthusiastic basketball player, a passionate hiker and a pianist that likes jazz.
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[image: image1.emf]  Evert Uelman; 27 years old. He is graduated in Civil Engineering at the Delft University of Technology in the direction of Hydraulic Engineering. In 2006 he has started to work for Van Oord. Van Oord is a dredging and marine contractor. Within Van Oord, Evert is working for the engineering department as a coastal engineer. This department is responsible for the design of maritime structures like sand reclamations, islands, harbors, levees and breakwaters. For his job he has to travel all around the world, sometimes for longer periods.

The main reason to participate on this exchange program is that he likes everything that has to do with hydraulic engineering. Also he likes to see New Orleans which is said to be a very nice and lively city. 

In his time off he is a fanatic yacht racer (bowmen) and he likes to play field hockey.
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Saskia van Vuren, 30 years, has 7 years working experience in the field of river and coastal engineering. The leading thread in her career is advising policy makers and managers in multidisciplinary and strategic projects that are considered from a risk-based approach. 

   Saskia finished her studies in Civil Engineering and Management at Twente University in 2000. She continued a PhD research project on risk assessment in river engineering at Delft University of Technology. In 2005, Saskia joined WL | Delft Hydraulics in the position of researcher & advisor. In this position she was involved in projects on coastal and river engineering, and risk and uncertainty analysis. In 2008, she started a new job at HKV consultants as senior advisor river engineering & risk management. The main focus of her new function is on disaster management, risk & safety and water systems. 

     Projects related to flood protection were mainly approached from a statistical and technical point of view. The study tour to New Orleans gives the opportunity to elaborate on the societal aspects of disasters. The flood disaster shows how a society can be disrupted when it hit by such an extreme event. Saskia is interested in the lessons can be learnt from the flood disaster in New Orleans: from pro-action & prevention to after-care. It would be good to draw parallels with other flood sensitive regions in the world.

   My favorite leisure activities are skating and playing soccer. During holidays I very much like skiing in the Alps and traveling outside Europe. Other than sports, I enjoy spending my weekends with friends and family. 
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Saskia Vuurens, 28 years old. In 2004 Saskia graduated in Hydrology and Water management at Wageningen University. From 2004 – 2007 Saskia worked for ‘Het hoogheemraadschap van Delfland’, which is a water board for the area around Delft and The Heage. November 2007 she switched to Royal Haskoning. Royal Haskoning is an consultancy firm for engineers and architects, with 3600 employees, operating worldwide. The main question of her work is ‘How to manage the regional water system in the Dutch densely populated ‘polders’ (low-lying tract of land enclosed by embankments) during dry periods and periods with heavy rain?’. Saskia is very interested in the way the watermanagement is organized in New Orleans. During the visit she also hopes to see a lot of the environment around the city and cultural activities in the city! Because she’s playing clarinet, she will love the music. Besides playing the clarinet, another hobby is (ice) skating in the ‘polders’. 
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