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February 19, 2009

To International Building Code Opinion.
     Technical Staff

     Our Corporate Membership number is 5295994

We designed and are in the construction phase of a six story building that is a Katrina Renovation.

We opted to use the IBC Existing Building Code Repairs Section 506.2.4 for less than substantial damage.  We are not exceeding 50% of the value of the building before it was damaged.

The windows were about ¼ missing after the storm in this six story jack-up-slab building that has no bearing walls.  The skin was a very poorly built system that included windows and asbestos laden panels between the windows.

We removed them all and installed a window wall system that is better than what was allowed under 506.2.4 above, but didn’t go to the large missile design for several reasons, mainly that the building will not be occupied during a hurricane.

We had all the approvals as the approvals on the design, Fire Marshall, IBC, City etc.

Someone is now questioning our doing so and I would like an opinion from IBC on this matter. 
Emmett Dammon P.E.

Chief Engineer

