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Site plan symbols make possible the presentation of a large and varied amount of information on one
rather small scale drawing. While in the past nationally standardized symbols for specific subjects such
as plumbing, mechanical and electrical work have been used, these symbols usually are not appropriate
when the site includes these area of work in addition to the architectural work and the survey
information. Government agencies, institutions, business organizations and architectural and
engineering firms therefore have established their own standards for site plan indication.

Since the only function of symbols is to assist communication, they should be sefected to satisfy this
function in the best manner and they should be used consistantly. In his book ‘‘Graphic
Communications in Architecture”, William J. O’Connell proposes a standard format for working
drawings. The advantages of a common graphic, architectural language are too valid to be seriously
questioned and too numerous to be listed here. In any event, the site plan should be accompanied by a
legend defining the symbols to be used, the more consistantly used the better. The following are the
“Standard Format' drawing site plan symbols as well as some of the others commonly adopted by
various individuals or firms.

STANDARD FORMAT
SYMBOLS
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Bench Mark - Number - Elevation

Test Boring - Number
Existing Spot Elevation To Change
Existing Spot Elevation To Remain

New Spot Efevation

Existing Spot Elevation
New Spot Elevation

Existing Contour To Change
Existing Contour To Remain

New Contour

Existing Contour
New Contour

Existing Cantour To Change
Final Contour or Proposed Contour

Fire Hydrant

Manhole [Number - Rim Elevation]

Manhole - Rim Elev. - Inv. Elev.

OTHER SYMBOLS
AND INDICATIONS
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Catch Basin [Rim Elevation]
Curb Inlet [Inlet Elevation]
Drainage Inlet - Inlet Elevation
Power and/or Telephone Pole
Light Standard

Existing Tree To Remain
Existing Tree To Be Removed
Water Main [Size]

Telephone Line (Underground)
Power Line (Underground)
Gas Main [Size]

Fuel Oil Line [Size]

Sanitary Sewer [Size]

Storm Sewer [Size]

Combined Sewer [Size]

Drain Tile [Size]

Fence (or Required Construction Fence)

Contract Limit Line
Property Line

Center Line (as of a street)

New Building

Existing Building To Remain

Existing Building To Be Removed
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