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Abstract
The once symbol of high class is now the normal in almost everyday life. Twenty years ago the only people seen drinking water out of glass bottles was the people that assumed their high position in the social status warranted them the right to drink specially filtered water from exotic places. Also at that time, the majority of the public viewed bottled water as a crazy idea that would never catch on. With the common thought being why buy something that I can get for free anywhere? This thought is seldom processed by the public these days considered bottled water is a billion dollar industry now!
Advantages of bottled water
There are plenty advantage of bottled water versus tap water. The first being the pure convenience of being able to carry around a source of life dependant fluid at all times. There is no doubt that having a bottle of water sitting on your desk at arms reach is easier than having to get up and walk to the nearest water fountain. Water fountains are also frowned upon by most people because it is viewed as a cheap source of water and that it is not pure, filtered, mountain, or spring water as most bottled water labels taut their products as. Water bottles are favored at social functions and banquets because it is easier to just bring a supply of water bottles than having to supply pitchers of water and glasses that have to be washed. Buying in bulk is another advantage to drinking water from bottles because water bottles use plastic that takes thousands of years to deteriorate so the water inside of them should be safe until the consumer can use them. Water is also better for than soft drinks that include overwhelming amounts of sugar, caffeine, carbonation, and other ingredients unnecessary for the body.  Bottled water is also a necessity for people with weakened immune systems because there body may not be able to process the tiny amount of chemicals in tap water
Advantages of tap water
There are many advantages of using tap water. Some of these advantages are very surprising to many people. The first being that tap water is usually healthier for the public than bottled water. This is because tap water is held to a higher standard than bottled water. Tap water has to go through a thorough inspection by the Environmental Protection Agency (E.P.A). These inspections happen at least 100 times throughout the month. The E.P.A. inspections include tests for E.coli and Fecal material in the water and tap water cannot include any amount of either. The EPA also puts a cap on the amount of chlorine allowed in tap water. Tap water test and data must be posted for the consumer from the area the consumer lives in. The EPA has an entire website dedicated to just the study of tap water and the studies conducted on it. The EPA tests all tap water in certified labs by certified technicians.  Bottled water on the other hand is only inspected by the Food and Drug Administration (F.D.A) once a week if tested at all. The FDA does not test bottled water that is sold within the state it is bottled in. This loophole excludes almost sixty to seventy percent of all the bottled water sold in the U.S.  The FDA’s tests are not as strict as the EPA. The FDA’s cap on the amount of chlorine is almost four times more than that of the FDA. The FDA does not have a restriction on the amount of E.coli or fecal bacteria that can be allowed in bottled water. Tap Water is inspected for all forms of bacteria but there is no required test for bottled water. Some of the bacteria tested for in tap water but allowed in bottled water can cause severe diarrhea or other intestinal problems. If the bottled water is tested and does not pass the FDA guidelines, it is still allowed to be sold but the label must state "containing excessive chemicals" or "excessive bacteria". (NRDC: Bottled Water - Executive Summary) 

Another advantage of tap water is that there is no bottle. This simple stated fact is actually a very big problem in the U.S. A Majority of all bottled water comes in a plastic container. Plastic containers require the use of oil to make them. To transport the bottled water to different regions also require the use of oil for almost every mode of transportation. Plastic bottles also take up to 1000 years to completely degrade in a landfill. Some plastic bottles are recycled but the percentage is very small of the total number of bottles produced. 

There EPA has admitted that some tap water systems are over there stated limits of quality. This problem is easily solved by a home filtration system. These can seem slightly expensive at first but after a certain time of using them the comparison to buying bottled water is not even proportional.
Cost comparison
The cost of local tap water is actually not free but cost a mere $0.0002 per ounce. The cost of bottled water is considered to be 1000 to 4000 times that! With some bottles of water costing as much as ten dollars per gallon, even though the average bottle of water cost about one dollar per gallon. (Arnold and Larsen)  Considering there is 128 ounces in every gallon of water that equates expensive water equal to $0.078125 per ounce and cheap water is equal to $0.0078125 per ounce. The cost of tap water in terms of gallons is equal to $.00304 per gallon. This means that we are paying 328% times more than what the actual gallon of water cost! (Gashler)
Disadvantages of Tap Water
Some of the few disadvantages of tap water are that it is not portable; it can be contaminated if the line or carrying system is infiltrated or exposed to harmful elements, and is not reliable in all regions of the world. Even though tap water is not instantly portable, there are easy ways to transport it. Such as buying the hard plastic containers and reusing them. Tap water can easily be contaminated but there are easy fixes to decontaminating them such as boiling or filtering them through filters. These filters or boiling do not take that much time are most of the time more cost effective than buying bottled water. 
Disadvantages of Bottle Water
There are many disadvantages to Bottled water. The first unknown fact is that most bottled water actually comes from tap water! Even though many manufactures portray their product coming from springs and mountainsides, the most of them are just commercially bottled from a cities tap water system. This is probably shocking news to the people that drink bottled water because they say they do not trust tap water or do not like the taste. Bottled water is also very harmful to the environment. First, the amount of oil it takes to make a bottle. Then the oil consumed transporting the bottle. A recent study found that after averaging the amount of oil to make, transport, store, and cool a bottle of water is equivalent to filling up the bottle ¼ the way full of oil. When making a plastic bottle Carbon Dioxide (CO2) is also emitted. In the year 2006 alone 2.5 million tons of C02 was released into the atmosphere. (Pacific Institute - Bottled Water and Energy)  It also takes water to make the bottle that is going to carry water. It is estimated that for every bottle manufactured another two bottles of water are wasted.
Summary
In conclusion, I believe that bottled water has some justifiable uses. These might include where a natural disaster has struck and the tap water infrastructure is broken or a third world country where the water quality is harmful to the body. The majority of bottle water use does not come from a justifiable reason. It more often comes from the consumer being lazy or just enjoys the convenience of having a bottle of water at all times. I believe that education is a good way to slow the environmentally harming market of bottled water. I think that most people have a good side and do not purposely harm the environment. Personally speaking the TV and Internet ads I have seen about the harm bottled water does to the environment has made me cut my consumption of bottle water down. I have personally begun to reuse the same water bottle repeatedly. I believe that if more people will do this then the sustainability of our oil fields, air quality and landfills will greatly improve.
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