Jerry Mander’s “The Walling of Awareness” communicates his story of how humans have created our physical environment in which we live that takes us away from nature.  The essay opens with a list of experiments that took place in order to confirm something already known, but we can’t believe it until scientific research proves it one way or another.  In fact he asks the question why someone found it necessary to undertake any of these experiments.  Mander starts his argument talking about mediated environments, an environment in which children grow up thinking that “… apples and oranges grows in stores”.  He continues his argument stating that the offices that humans create are like sensory-deprivation environments.  The affect of these environments is to “ dampen all interest in the space one inhabits”. 

Mander makes many challenging arguments that are quit believable and make the reader stop to think about how our man made environment takes us away from nature.  The statement about how we as a race need other humans to tell us about natural events is quite true and we have in many cases created an environment that dulls the senses in order to become a more productive worker.

 The pointless experiments that Mander cites point out the obvious, “ That some people … felt there was some uncertainty about how the answers would turn out”.

The essay even gives the reader a break by partitioning the writing into categories with headings, so you will know when he is transitioning from one argument to the next.  He starts with mediated environments, where he relates a story about his son who asks “Daddy, who built Mt. Tamalpais?” The majority of adults reading this essay can relate to a child’s innocence, therefore drawing the reader into the essay with their own personal feelings.  Mander also relates a story about an outing that he took his family to see an eclipse of the moon.  They drove to a park to witness the event and chose a bad location because of the “Hundreds of street lamps, flashing sirens and lighted buildings”.   Although the sight of the moon draped behind the buildings must have been very poetic, the landscaping did detract from the event itself.  

There is one personal story that just doesn’t seem to fit the essay.  This story is about a fairy tale that his wife’s grandmother told her, “we should not permit our children to sleep where the moonlight could bathe them.”  Although this is an interesting story about how the son found himself staring at the moon during a sleep over.  This story does not provide sufficient support about how the moon’s effect is caused from a mediated environment. 

Mander’s comments about how our office buildings are created in order to provide a more productive environment is a well stated fact.  Personally, as a business owner I want my colleagues to be productive.  He does acknowledge, “It would be going to far to call our modern offices sensory-deprivation chambers.” 

The essay has a third category called “Rooms inside Rooms” yet Mander’s fails to clarify his arguments for how this relates to his thesis.  He does talk about how living indoors has totally removed ourselves from nature.  

Overall, I give this essay a score of 8 out of 10.  Mander effectively sets the tone of the essay using his personal experiences to get the reader to think about how we have created an environment that keeps us apart from nature.  The nature I am talking about is the one that we discussed in class, where nature is everything untouched by humans.  We as a society have been breed to believe, for the most part, that nature is a comforting, enjoyable experience to be had by all.  When we close ourselves off in an office building for days at a time we start to forget how enjoyable nature is really meant to be.  Occasionally, we are allowed the experience to depart from the humdrum of daily living and experience nature in the wild.  It takes time for our internal clocks to slow down and enjoy the natural wilderness.  Mander cites very well what happens at the end of our excursion, “ Returning to the city a few days later, we could feel the speedup take place.”

