Criticism of why Gustafason did not ask her subjects straight out why they think they’ve done the things they’ve done or why the past keeps repeating itself.

I agree that by not asking the two big questions that it leaves gapping holes to the story.  I am still not certain what the point was for Gustafason to make this film.  The film obviously has many stories about teenage pregnancy and how there lives were changed by the event, but the film failed to make issue one way or the other.  The only point I found was a subliminal issue of teenage pregnancy.

In the docu-drama all of the girls met with adults in a round table sort of discussion and one of the adult women, a counselor of sorts, admitted to one of the teenagers, in a private meeting, that she herself had two abortions.  The adult counselor had one abortion at 17 and another at 18.  Gustafason should have continued the segment to include why this adult believes teenage pregnancy continues to occur.  This adult has been where the girls of the docu-drama are which proves that the cycle continues.  More important than the cycle is the fact that this adult could have explained what the abortions did to her mentally or career wise.  Why was her testimony with held from the film?  Did the abortions enable her to attain her goals; did the abortion cause her to regret it for the rest of her life.

Gustafason should have asked Kimeca why she keeps repeating the past by getting pregnant.  Kimeca was an 18 year old with 2 children, when she tried for the 3rd time to complete the 10th grade, only to get pregnant again and have to drop-out again.  This would have been an excellent opportunity for Gustafason to ask Kimeca why she keeps repeating history. Are Kimeca’s goals not obtainable; is part Kimeca’s problem self-esteem?  From the film one can glean that Kimeca could have finished school if she would have placed education a priority over all other non-essential priorities.  

