==Ideological base==

The Democratic Party's predominant positions since the 1930s have generally been considered [[liberal]]. Liberalism generally has a different meaning outside the United States from its meaning in the U.S. (see [[American liberalism]]), but in an international context, the views of the Democratic party are often considered liberal, as well. The Democratic Party's political views have roots in the United States [[progressivism in the United States|progressive movement]] and in the ideas of intellectuals such as [[John Dewey]].

The Party advocates most [[civil liberties]], social freedoms, equal rights, [[equal opportunity]], and a [[Capitalism|free enterprise]] system tempered by government intervention. The Party believes that government should play a role in alleviating poverty and [[social injustice]], even if that means a larger role for government and [[progressive tax]]ation to pay for social services.  

The principles and values of any political party are difficult to define and generally do not necessarily apply to all members of the party. In the Democratic Party, a [[big tent]] party, members may disagree with one or more of the party's [[Party platform|political platforms]]. The party platform represents the views of the majority of delegates to its national convention and is usually influenced by the presidential nominee of that year.

===Recent issue stances===

;'''USA PATRIOT Act'''

All Democrats in the U.S. Senate except for [[Wisconsin]] Senator [[Russ Feingold]] voted for the original [[USA PATRIOT Act]] legislation. After voicing concerns over the "invasion of privacy" and other [[civil liberties|civil liberty]] restrictions of the Act, the Democrats split on the renewal in 2006. Most Senators voted to renew it, while most Representatives voted against renewal. 

;'''Torture'''

Democrats are opposed to use of [[torture]] against individuals apprehended and held prisoner by the military of the United States, and deny that categorizing military prisoners as [[unlawful combatants]] excludes them from the rights granted under the [[Geneva Conventions]].

;'''Same-sex marriage and LGBT rights'''

The Democratic Party is divided on the subject of [[same-sex marriage]]. Some members favor [[civil union]]s for same-sex couples, others favor legalized marriage, and others are opposed to same-sex marriage on religious grounds.  Almost all agree, however, that discrimination against persons because of their sexual orientation is wrong.

;'''Right to privacy'''

The Democratic Party believes that individuals should have a [[right to privacy]], and generally supports laws which place restrictions on law-enforcement and intelligence agency monitoring of U.S. citizens. Some Democratic Party officeholders have championed consumer-protection laws which limit the sharing of consumer data between corporations.

Most Democrats believe that government should not regulate consensual non-commercial sexual conduct, as a matter of personal privacy.

;'''Reproductive rights'''

The Democratic Party believes that all women should have access to [[birth control]], and supports public funding of contraception for poor women. The Democratic Party, in its platform in 2000 and 2004, called for [[abortion]] to be "safe, legal and rare"&mdash;namely, keeping it legal by rejecting laws that allow governmental interference in abortion decisions, and reducing the number of abortions by promoting both knowledge of reproduction and contraception, and incentives for adoption. 

The Democratic Party opposes attempts to reverse the 1973 Supreme Court decision [[Roe v. Wade]] which recognized abortion as a right.  As a matter of the [[Privacy|right to privacy]] and of [[feminism|gender equality]], many Democrats believe all women should have the ability to choose without governmental interference. They believe that each woman, conferring with her conscience, has the right to choose for herself whether abortion is morally correct. Many Democrats believe that poor women should have a right to publicly funded abortions.

Some Democrats explicitly oppose the legality of abortion on moral grounds, including former Pennsylvania Governor [[Robert P. Casey]] and Chicago Mayor [[Richard M. Daley]].

A substantial number of party members have been shifting to the center on this issue. Some believe in programs to make abortions less frequent as well as making sure the procedure is legal and available. Senator Clinton of New York said in early 2005 that the opposing sides should find "common ground" to prevent unwanted pregnancies and ultimately reduce abortions, which she called a "sad, even tragic choice to many, many women."[http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/25/nyregion/25clinton.html?ex=1264395600&en=fe21006324b6595e&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt]

;'''Crime and gun control'''

Democrats often focus on methods of crime prevention, believing that preventive measures save taxpayers' money in policing and medical costs, and prevent crime and murder. They emphasize improved community policing and more on-duty police officers in order to help accomplish this goal. The Party's platform in 2000 and 2004 cited crackdowns on [[gang]]s and [[Illegal drug trade|drug trafficking]] as preventive methods. The party's platforms have also addressed the issue of domestic violence, calling for strict penalties for offenders and protection for victims.

With a stated goal of reducing crime and homicide, the Democratic Party has introduced various [[Gun politics|gun control]] measures over the last hundred years. The most notable of these were the [[National Firearms Act|National Firearms Act of 1934]] and 1939 Gun Control Act (signed into law by President [[Franklin D. Roosevelt]]), the [[Gun Control Act of 1968]] (introduced by Senator Christopher Dodd and endorsed by Sen. [[Edward Kennedy]]), the [[Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act|Brady Bill]] of 1993 and Crime Control Act of 1994 (signed by President [[Bill Clinton]]). However, many Democrats, especially rural, Southern, and Western Democrats, favor fewer restrictions on firearm possession. In the national platform for 2004, the only statement explicitly favoring gun control was a plan calling for renewal of the 1994 [[Federal assault weapons ban|Assault Weapons Ban]]. 

;'''Discrimination'''

Democrats support [[Equal Opportunity Employment|Equal Opportunity]] for all Americans regardless of sex, age, race, sexual orientation, religion, creed, or national origin.

The Democratic party mostly supports [[affirmative action]] as a way to redress past discrimination and ensure equitable employment regardless of ethnicity or gender, but opposes the use of quotas in hiring.  Democrats also strongly support the [[Americans with Disabilities Act]] to prohibit discrimination against people on the basis of physical or mental disability.

;'''Environment'''

The Democratic Party generally sides with [[Environmentalism|environmentalists]] and favors conservation of natural resources  together with strong environmental laws against pollution.  

;'''Health care and insurance coverage'''

Democrats call for "affordable and quality health care," and many advocate an expansion of government intervention in this area. Many Democrats favor a national health insurance system in a variety of forms to address the rising costs of modern health insurance. In 1951, President [[Harry S. Truman]] proposed national health insurance as a part of his [[Fair Deal]] program, although his proposal was defeated by the [[American Medical Association]]. More recently, Senator [[Edward Kennedy]] has called for a program of "[[Medicare (United States)|Medicare]] for All". [http://www.tedkennedy.com/journal/759/medicare-for-all ]

In his 2004 platform, [[John Kerry]] affirmed his support of federally funded stem-cell research "under the strictest ethical guidelines." He explained, "We will not walk away from the chance to save lives and reduce human suffering." [http://janda.org/politxts/PartyPlatforms/Democratic/dem.004.html ]

Some Democratic governors have supported purchasing [[Canada|Canadian]] drugs, citing lower costs and budget restrictions as a primary incentive.  Recognizing that unpaid insurance bills increase costs to the service provider, who passes the cost on to health-care consumers, many Democrats advocate expansion of health insurance coverage.
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===Libertarian Democrats===

[[Civil libertarian]]s also often support the Democratic Party because its positions on such issues as [[civil rights]] and [[separation of church and state]] are more closely aligned to their own than the positions of the [[Republican Party (United States)|Republican Party]], and because the Democrats' economic agenda may be more appealing to them than that of the [[Libertarian Party (United States)|Libertarian Party]]. They oppose gun control, the "[[Prohibition (drugs)|War on Drugs]]",  [[protectionism]], [[corporate welfare]], governmental borrowing, and an [[interventionism (politics)|interventionist]] foreign policy. The [[Democratic Freedom Caucus]] is an organized group of this faction.

===Progressive Democrats===

Many Progressive Democrats are descendants of the [[New Left]] of Democratic Presidential candidate/Senator [[George McGovern]] of South Dakota; others were involved in the presidential candidacies of [[Vermont]] Governor [[Howard Dean]] and U.S. Rep. [[Dennis Kucinich]] of [[Ohio]]; and still others are disaffected former members of the [[Green Party (United States)|Green Party]]. Progressive Democratic candidates for public office have had popular support as candidates in metropolitan areas outside the South, and among [[African-Americans]] nationwide.  Unifying issues among progressive Democrats have been opposition to the [[2003 invasion of Iraq|War in Iraq]], opposition to economic and social conservatism, opposition to heavy corporate influence in government, support for [[universal health care]] and steering the Democratic Party in the direction of being a more forceful opposition party. Compared to other factions of the party, they've been most critical of the Republican Party, and most supportive of social and economic equality.

The [[21st Century Democrats]] is a political organization active since 2000 in assisting candidates it describes as "[[Progressivism|progressive]]" or "[[populism|populist]]" in winning elections. Its strategy puts emphasis on training large numbers of organizers to work at the grassroots level and targeting specific campaigns it sees as important. It has strong ties to veterans of campaigns for the late Minnesota Senator [[Paul Wellstone]].

The [[Congressional Progressive Caucus]] or CPC is a caucus of progressive Democrats, along with one independent, in the [[U.S. Congress]]. It is the single largest Democratic caucus in the House of Representatives, although it currently has no members from the Senate. Well-known members include Rep. [[Dennis Kucinich]] (D-OH), Rep. [[John Lewis (politician)|John Lewis]] (D-GA), Rep. [[Barbara Lee]] (D-CA), and Rep. [[Bernie Sanders]] (I-VT). The CPC advocates universal health care, [[fair trade]] agreements, [[living wage]] laws, the right of all workers to organize into trade unions and engage in strikes and collective bargaining, the repeal of significant portions of the [[USA PATRIOT Act]], the formation of a [[United States Department of Peace|Department of Peace]], the legalization of [[same-sex marriage|gay marriage]], strict [[campaign finance reform]] laws, a complete pullout from Iraq, a crackdown on corporate crime and corporate welfare, an increase in income tax on whom they consider "wealthy", [[tax cut]]s for those they consider "poor", and an increase in [[social welfare|welfare]] spending by the federal government. [http://bernie.house.gov/pc/issues.asp] [http://www.house.gov/lee/CongressionalProgressiveCaucus/]

Progressive Democrats have included Congressmen Kucinich, Congressman [[John Conyers]] (Michigan), [[Jim McDermott]] (Washington), [[John Lewis (politician)|John Lewis]] (Georgia), the late Senator [[Paul Wellstone]] (Minnesota).  The [[Democracy for America]] (DFA) political action committee generally supports fiscally responsible and socially [[progressivism|progressive]] candidates at all levels of government. It was founded by ex-Vermont Governor and current Democratic Party Chairman [[Howard Dean]] during his presidential campaign; its current Chairman is [[James H. Dean]], Howard Dean's brother. DFA fights against the influence of the far-right on American politics and works to rebuild the Democratic Party "from the bottom up".

The [[Progressive Democrats of America]] lends itself to the progressive ideology within the party. Founded by members of [[Dennis Kucinich]]'s 2004 presidential campaign, it does not hold much sway in the Democratic Party, being considered more radically liberal than other factions.

