==Neoconservative: Definition and views==

===Usage and general views===

The meaning of the term has evolved over time.  James Bryce offered it as a [[neologism]] in his ''Modern Democracies'' (1921). In "The Future of Democratic Values" in ''[[Partisan Review]]'', July-August 1943, [[Dwight MacDonald]] complained of "the neo-conservatives of our time [who] reject the propositions on materialism, Human Nature, and Progress." He cited as an example [[Jacques Barzun]], who was "attempting to combine progressive values and conservative concepts."

In the early 1970s, [[Socialist]] [[Michael Harrington]] prominently used the term in a manner similar to the modern meaning.  He characterized neoconservatives as former leftists -- whom he derided as "socialists for [[Richard Nixon|Nixon]]" -- who had moved significantly to the right. These people tended to remain supporters of [[social democracy]], but distinguished themselves by allying with the Nixon administration over foreign policy, especially by their support for the [[Vietnam War]] and opposition to the [[Soviet Union]]. They still supported the "welfare state," but not necessarily in its contemporary form.

Critics criticize neoconservatives' support for aggressive foreign policy, especially what they characterize as [[unilateralism]] and lack of concern with international consensus through organizations such as the [[United Nations]]. However, neoconservatives describe their shared view as a belief that national security is best attained by promoting freedom and democracy abroad through the support of pro-democracy movements, foreign aid and in certain cases military intervention. This is a departure from the traditional conservative tendency to support friendly regimes in matters of trade and anti-communism even at the expense of undermining existing democratic systems. Author [[Paul Berman]] in his book ''Terror and Liberalism'' describes it as, "Freedom for others means safety for ourselves. Let us be for freedom for others."

[[Irving Kristol]] remarked that a neoconservative is a "liberal mugged by reality," one who became more conservative after seeing the results of liberal policies.  The term "neoconservative" also refers more often to institutions like the [[Project for the New American Century]] (PNAC),''[[Commentary (magazine)|Commentary]]'' and ''[[The Weekly Standard]]'' than to the [[Heritage Foundation]], ''[[Policy Review]]'' or ''[[National Review]]''.

Some observers name political philosopher [[Leo Strauss]] as a major intellectual antecedent of neoconservativism.  For example, some of his ideas entered the political mainstream through his pupil [[Allan Bloom|Allan Bloom's]] bestseller, [[The Closing of the American Mind]].  Although Strauss rarely stated positions on foreign policy issues, some argue that he influenced neoconservative strategy, including attitudes some U.S. officials demonstrate towards international law in situations where terrorism is alleged.{{citation needed}}

===Overview of Neoconservative views===

{{IRTheory}}

Historically, neoconservatives supported a militant [[anticommunism]], tolerated more [[social welfare]] spending than was sometimes acceptable to [[libertarian]]s and mainstream [[conservatism|conservatives]], supported [[civil rights movement|civil equality]] for blacks and other [[minority|minorities]], and sympathized with a non-traditional foreign policy agenda that was less deferential to traditional conceptions of diplomacy and international law and less inclined to compromise principles even if that meant [[unilateralism|unilateral]] action. 

Indeed, domestic policy does not define neoconservatism &mdash; it is a movement founded on, and perpetuated by an aggressive approach to foreign policy, [[free trade]], opposition to [[communism]] during the [[Cold War]], support for [[Israel]] and [[Republic of China|Taiwan]] and opposition to [[Middle East]]ern and other states that are perceived to support [[terrorism]]. {{fact}}

Believing that America should "export democracy," that is, spread its ideals of government, economics, and culture abroad, they grew to reject U.S. reliance on international organizations and treaties to accomplish these objectives.  Compared to other U.S. conservatives, neoconservatives may be characterized by an [[Idealism (international relations)|idealist]] stance on [[foreign policy]], a lesser [[Conservatism#Social conservatism and tradition|social conservatism]], and a much weaker dedication to a policy of [[minarchism|minimal]] government, and, in the past, a greater acceptance of the welfare state, though none of these qualities are necessarily requisite.

===Distinctions from other conservatives===

Most people currently described as "neoconservatives" are members of the [[United States Republican Party|Republican Party]], but while neoconservatives have generally been in electoral alignment with other conservatives, have served in the same Presidential Administrations, and have often ignored intra-conservative ideological differences in alliance against those to their left, there are notable differences between neoconservative and traditional or "paleoconservative" views. In particular, neoconservatives disagree with the [[nativism|nativist]], [[protectionism|protectionist]], and [[isolationism|isolationist]] strain of American conservatism once exemplified by the ex-Republican "[[paleoconservatism|paleoconservative]]" [[Pat Buchanan]], and the traditional "pragmatic" approach to foreign policy often associated with [[Richard Nixon]] and [[Henry Kissinger]], which emphasized pragmatic accommodation with dictators; peace through negotiations, diplomacy, and arms control; détente and containment &mdash; rather than rollback &mdash; of the [[Soviet Union]]; and the initiation of the process that led to ties between the [[People's Republic of China]] (PRC) and the United States.

Neoconservative writers have frequently expressed admiration for the "[[Big stick diplomacy|big stick]]" interventionist foreign policy of [[Theodore Roosevelt]]. In foreign policy, critics argue that neoconservatives tend to view the world in [[1939]] terms, comparing the threat from adversaries as diverse as the [[Soviet Union]], [[Osama bin Laden]] (and, more broadly, Islamic extremism, dubbed [[Islamofascism (epithet)|Islamofascism]] by many neoconservatives), and [[China]] to the threat then-posed by [[Nazi Germany]] and [[Japan]], while American leaders such as Reagan and Bush stand in for [[Winston Churchill]]. In this analogy, leftists and others who oppose them, are cast either as [[Neville Chamberlain]]-style [[appeasement|appeasers]] or as an [[Anti-American]] [[fifth column]]. For example, [[Donald and Frederick Kagan]]'s book ''[[While America Sleeps]]'' argues, at book length, an analogy between the post-cold war United States and Britain's post-[[World War I]] reduction in its military and avoidance of confrontation with other major powers.

As compared with traditional conservatism and libertarianism, which sometimes exhibit an [[isolationism|isolationist]] strain, neoconservatism is characterized by an increased emphasis on defense capability, a willingness to challenge regimes deemed hostile to the values and interests of the United States, pressing for free-market policies abroad, and promoting democracy and freedom. Neoconservatives are strong believers in [[democratic peace theory]]. Critics have charged that, while paying lip service to such [[American values]], neoconservatives have supported undemocratic regimes for [[realpolitik]] reasons.

The newly aggressive support for democracies and [[nation building]] is founded on a belief that, over the long term, it will reduce the extremism that is a breeding ground for Islamic terrorism. Neoconservatives have often postulated that democratic regimes are, on aggregate, less likely to instigate a war than a country with an authoritarian form of government. In support, they argue that there has been no war between genuine democracies anywhere in the world since the [[War of 1812]]. Further, they argue that the lack of freedoms, lack of economic opportunities, and the lack of secular general education in authoritarian regimes promotes radicalism and extremism. Consequently, the Administration has advocated spreading democracy to regions of the world where it currently does not prevail, most notably the [[Arab world|Arab nations]] of the [[Middle East]].

In addition, the neoconservative-influenced Project for the New American Century has called for an Israel no longer dependent on American aid through the removal of major threats in the region. Neoconservatives also have a very strong belief in the ability of the United States to install democracy after a conflict - comparisons with [[denazification]] in Germany and Japan starting in 1945 are often made, and they have a principled belief in defending democracies against aggression. This belief has guided U.S. policy in [[Iraq]] after the removal of the [[Saddam Hussein]] regime, where the U.S. insisted on organizing elections as soon as practical.

===Shortcomings and criticism of the term "Neoconservative"===

Some of those identified as neoconservatives refuse to embrace the term. Critics argue that it lacks coherent definition, that it is coherent only in a [[Cold War]] context, or is used as a pejorative by [[anti-Semites]]. See e.g. Barry Rubin, director of the Global Research in International Affairs (GLORIA) Institute, Interdisciplinary Center of Herzliya, in a letter from Washington for Sunday, April 6, 2003:

:First, ''"neo-conservative" is a codeword for Jewish. As antisemites did with big business moguls in the nineteenth century and Communist leaders in the twentieth, the trick here is to take all those involved in some aspect of public life and single out those who are Jewish. The implication made is that this is a Jewish-led movement conducted not in the interests of all the, in this case, American people, but to the benefit of Jews, and in this case Israel.''

The fact that the use of the term "neoconservative" has rapidly risen since the [[2003 Iraq War]] is cited by conservatives as proof that the term is largely irrelevant in the long term. [[David Horowitz (conservative writer)|David Horowitz]], a purported leading neo-con thinker, offered this critique in a recent interview with an Italian newspaper:

:Neo-conservatism ''is a term almost exclusively used by the enemies of America's liberation of Iraq. There is no "neo-conservative" movement in the United States. When there was one, it was made up of former Democrats who embraced the welfare state but supported Ronald Reagan's Cold War policies against the Soviet bloc. Today ''neo-conservatism'' identifies those who believe in an aggressive policy against radical Islam and the global terrorists.''

Similarly, many other supposed neoconservatives believe that the term has been adopted by the political left to [[stereotype]] supporters of U.S. foreign policy under the George W. Bush administration. Others have similarly likened descriptions of neoconservatism to a [[conspiracy theory]] and attribute the term to [[anti-Semitism]]. Paul Wolfowitz has denounced the term as meaningless label, saying:

:''[If] you read the Middle Eastern press, it seems to be a euphemism for some kind of nefarious Zionist conspiracy. But I think that, in my view it's very important to approach [foreign policy] not from a doctrinal point of view. I think almost every case I know is different. Indonesia is different from the Philippines. Iraq is different from Indonesia. I think there are certain principles that I believe are American principles &ndash; both realism and idealism. I guess I'd like to call myself a democratic realist. I don't know if that makes me a neo-conservative or not.''

[[Jonah Goldberg]] and others have rejected the label as trite and over-used, arguing "There's nothing 'neo' about me: I was never anything other than conservative." Other critics have similarly argued the term has been rendered meaningless through excessive and inconsistent use. For example, [[Dick Cheney]] and [[Donald Rumsfeld]] are often identified as leading "neocons" despite the fact that both men have ostensibly been life-long conservative Republicans (though Cheney has been vocally supportive of the ideas of [[Irving Kristol]]). Such critics thus largely reject the claim that there is a neoconservative movement separate from traditional American conservatism. 

Other traditional conservatives are likewise skeptical of the contemporary usage term, and may dislike being associated with the stereotypes, or even the supposed agendas of the "neocons." Conservative columnist [[David Harsanyi]] wrote, "These days, it seems that even temperate support for military action against dictators and terrorists qualifies you a neocon." 

During the 1970s, for example in a book on the movement by [[Peter Steinfels]], the use of the term [[neoconservative]] was never identified with the writings of [[Leo Strauss]]. The near synonymity, in some quarters, of neoconservatism and Straussianism is a much more recent phenomenon, which suggests that perhaps two quite distinct movements have become merged into one, either in fact or in the eyes of certain beholders.

===Pejorative use===

The term is frequently used [[pejorative|pejoratively]], both by self-described [[paleoconservatism|paleoconservatives]], who oppose neoconservatism from the [[right-wing politics|right]], and by [[United States Democratic Party|Democratic]] politicians opposing neoconservatives from the [[left-wing politics|left]]. Recently, Democratic politicians and television personalities, notably ex-[[Jimmy Carter|Carter]] speechwriter and [[Hardball with Chris Matthews|Hardball]] host [[Chris Matthews]], have used the term to criticize the Republican policies and leaders of the current Bush administration. {{fact}}
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