“The Memory Place”

The first thing that struck me when reading the essay was how she compared her childhood memories to resemble the comments that were made in class about nature.  Nature is out there; it is everywhere except where humans have trod.  Kingsolver paints us a picture of her view of untouched nature and how she wants her daughter to be able to see it as she did when she was a child.  Most of us have fond memories of nature and how we interacted with it.  She attempts to use our common types of childhood memories to win us to her cause.  One specific memory she detailed is about finding animals in nature.  “We caught crawfish with nothing but patience and our hands, …” She challenges the traditional environmentalist to include everything natural, untouched by human hands, to be within their scope.  

“Black Women and the Wilderness”

This essay describes how White shelters herself from a fear of nature during a writing workshop held on the McKenzie River in the foothills of the Cascade Mountains.  To most of us this setting would be a very siren with all its beauty, but her fear of outdoors keeps her from enjoying the setting.  She could see the beauty of nature from windows in the classrooms but fails to be able to enjoy it.  Actually she is not afraid of nature, but of being in an open setting outdoors.  White’s fear of outdoors is derived from childhood memories and her family history.  Our childhood environment and mental state plays a large role in our outlook on life once we have grown-up, some more than others.   White did overcome her fear long enough to take a rafting trip on the McKenzie River where she felt secure enough to “… allow myself to drink in the stately rocks, soaring birds, towering trees”.  

“The Walling of Awareness”

Mander negotiates his thesis first by listening to his son ask questions about who made a mountain or how small children asking whether apples and oranges grow in stores.  This displays how disconnected children that grow up in built up urban communities absorb their mediated environment, basically they learn by what they see, hear, smell.  He then moves from one urban environment to San Fransciso, another urban community, while gazing a partial eclipse of the moon, their view is partially obstructed by the “street lights, flashing signs, and lighted buildings”.  Mander moves on to more experiments of sensory deprivation and how the subjects deal without sight, sound and in one case without weight.    He concludes that as adults we think “that we are educated and our minds can save us”, but “living within artificial, reconstructed, arbitrary environments … What we know is what other humans tell us.”

“On Human Connectedness with Nature”

Introduction: Lewis opens with a quote from Vice President Al Gore, getting the reader to understand that Al Gore has a similar point of view as himself.

Narration: Lewis continues sway the reader with how vast the differences are amongst the environmentalist with regard to the “separation from nature” thesis. 

Partition- Lewis’s thesis is answering the rederick to the reviews he received from his recent work Green Delusions.  He just doesn’t understand how someone could have misinterpreted his published work so wrong.  He knew he was being confrontational and expected a hot bed of negative reactions, but “ no writer can control interpretations of his or her work.”

Argument – He claims that the true environmentalist want to eliminate high technology and use only natural resources.  In fact if the environmentalist want to lessen the damages to the environment, then they need to wake-up and see that some technology is needed where it can lessen the impact to the environment.  He gives an example with the population needing to wear clothing and the major supplier is cotton.  He challenges the environmentalist to see that currently x numbers of acres worldwide are being used for growing cotton when a synthetic could be used, freeing up land for a more natural ecological environment.   He keeps pointing out how environmental radicals this and environmental radicals that.  His argument to them is not being heard.

Conclusion-  Lewis again attacks the “eco-radicals, who uncompromisingly view the world as locked in a Manichaean struggle between the good forces of nature and the evil forces of technology.”

