David Dammon  

2271673

July 20, 2008


Work is defined as a trade, profession or other means of livelihood (The Free Dictionary).  It is also defined in physics as something done on an object, transferring energy to that object.  So why does work have the negative connotations that most people place upon it?  

Children are either taught to appreciate the spoils of labor or not, liking it is not required.  Chores are some of the building blocks used in a child’s development that teaches them to respect good work ethics.  These chores eventually lead to the teenagers taking care of themselves, cooking and washing clothes, disciplines needed in adult life.  In “The Case Against Chores” Smiley portrays children performing chores from a negative viewpoint; in fact she believes that children should not be asked to do any chores, she states, “… my daughters have led a life of almost tropical idleness, much to their benefit. (1)”  Luckily this attitude has not been widely accepted in this country.  

The trend is that as one generation learns to dislike good chore habits they grow up disliking any type of chore although psychoanalysis have been telling parents, for many years now, how to create a safe and comfortable environment for their children to learn.  For many students schoolwork is becoming a chore; in order to deal this trend teachers have come up with a different type of grading system.  In “Making the Grade”, Wiesenfeld states that students, “Having been raised on gold stars for effort and smiley faces for self esteem, they’ve learned that they can get by without hard work and real talent . . . (1)”  Since many students have not learned how to have good work habits therefore transferring their inabilities into bad habits which eventually transfer into the work force.

Those that have poor work habits tend to perform poorly at work.  The older the generation the more likely they are to enjoy/endure work and the younger the generation the more likely they are to dislike/hate work.  An article published in the Guardian News and Media Limited reported, “While workers in their thirties are much less likely than other age groups to be bored at work, they are simply less willing to work at all (1)”.   As the In “Living to Work”, Sayers portrays work-haters, “For all of them, work is something hateful, only to be endured because it makes money… (1)”  

Learning starts from the day you are born until the day you die.  During the early years 

Why is work conceptualized with negative connotations, and why is it carried over to schoolwork?  The current American society is a me, me, me society that values money and free time over an ethical work situation.  
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