  ENGL 2238:  Introduction to the Short Story and Novel

Instructor: Beth Blankenship
E-mail: eblanken@uno.edu

Office: LA 267
Phone: 504-280-7169/957-6753 (cell)
Office Hours: 10:30 - 11, MW; 6:00-7 T, in SL office, and by appointment
Required texts:
Fiction 100: An Anthology of Short Fiction, 10th Edition


Frankenstein, Mary Shelley, ed. Harold Bloom (Signet Classics edition)

Maus I and II, Art Spiegelman – paperback, two volumes

The Talented Mr. Ripley, Patricia Highsmith

Kitchen, Banana Yoshimoto

Make sure you buy the correct editions of the texts. They are at the UNO Bookstore, and I’ll post the correct ISBN information on our class Blackboard site.

Course description and objectives: English 2238 is intended to introduce you to fiction, to teach you fundamental principles of literary analysis, to encourage expression in written form of your responses to fiction, and to explore with you the pleasurable aspects of reading. You will be exposed to a wide variety of fiction and will be asked to express your reactions to what you read in writing and through discussion in our SL classroom. 

Student Learning Objectives:

After successfully completing this course, you should be able:

· To define key terms of literary analysis
· To identify and discuss key genres and movements in the development of the short story and novel
· To correctly use standard, MLA-style documentation

· To compose coherent, critical essays and responses, analyzing and interpreting texts of the type we have read in class.

Expectations of Students:

1. You must have Internet access (there are student computer labs all over campus) to Second Life

2. You must be equipped with a headset that allows you to both hear and speak in class.

3. You must attend all scheduled Second Life meetings, which will be held in the Lecture Hall in the Building 3 on New Orleans Island in Second Life. We will also meet in small groups in other locations around the UNO SL campus. If your computer is unable to run Second Life, you can use a computer in the library at UNO, but be aware that will more difficult for communication purposes.
4. You must have a UNO email address that you check regularly. I will communicate with you via email if necessary.

5. You are expected to participate fully in all classroom activities. That means arriving on time, being prepared with the day’s assignments, and ready for active and purposeful discussion and engagement.

Papers: You will write two papers dealing with matters of interpretation, analysis, and criticism with regards to the texts we have read and discussed. You will pick your own topics in consultation with me. The papers should be between 4-6 double-spaced, typewritten pages (about 1200-1500 words), and documented according to MLA regulations. They should be proofread, and corrections should be neatly made.  Papers will be graded for clarity, logic, support, and depth of ideas. Grammar and mechanics will also count.

Presentation:  You will create a presentation project as part of your second paper. This will involve some sort of media that can be displayed in class in SL, or an SL build of some sort, or a live performance / discussion in SL. You may request the participation of others in class, but each person’s presentation must relate to the topic of his or her final paper. 
Exams:  There will be two exams, one at midterm and a final at the end of the semester. 

Quizzes/Assignments:  There will be quizzes on the content of the assigned reading and on the lecture material (literary terms, and so on), and short exercises (some written, others group activities). 
Class Participation: It is essential that you participate in this course. I am not going to lecture on what each story means. Stories mean different things to different readers. I’ll lecture on literary terms, and historical background and ideas that relate to the writers and their stories, but it’s up to you to explore the texts together in class. Participation means speaking up in class, whether verbally or by using Chat. Ask questions, answer questions, say what you think about the story, say what you didn’t understand or what you did, say what reminds you of something else you’ve read, state your agreement or disagreement with what someone else says and explain why, and so on. No one expects you to be a literary critic. Just be an active reader, and talk about what you’re reading. I will take note of participation, and expect every one to join in the discussions. 

Grading:  Your grade will be determined as follows:

10% Quizzes/Assignments


20% Paper 1


10% Presentation


20% Paper 2


20% Midterm Exam


20% Final Exam

Grading Policy:

All written work is assigned points from 0-100, based on the F-A scale. 0-59=F; 60-69=D; 70-79 =C; 80-89=B; 90-100=A. Participation and other short assignments are given points that will be averaged at the end of class.
Attendance and Participation: Attendance is required and crucial. I may choose to lower your final grade if you miss more than two classes. You must attend regularly, be on time, and be prepared. If you come to class without having read the material assigned for that class, you’ll fail the quiz and be unable to participate in the discussion. Consider the math: you can make an A on all your papers and the exam, but if you fail your quizzes and don’t participate in the discussion, you can still end up with a C in the class! Being prepared is essential.
Deadlines:  Unexcused missed work cannot be made up. Excused missed papers are due the next class period. Quizzes and in-class assignments cannot be made up.  You must notify me if you will miss a class or be late with a paper. Email me at eblanken@uno.edu, or call 280-7137 and leave a message. If you will miss an exam, I must know ahead of time and you must document your reason, and it must satisfy me before I will allow you to make up an exam. It’s best NOT to miss an exam!
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:  cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty.  We will discuss proper use of sources in this class, and you should read the English Department’s Statement on Plagiarism (handout) to better understand the terms and issues involved. Refer to the UNO Judicial Code for further information. 

Plagiarism is presenting as one’s own the writing or ideas of another person. Some students think of plagiarism only as extensive copying, but copying even a single sentence, or distinct phrase is dishonest if you pretend it is your own expression. It is also plagiarism to rephrase and use another writer’s ideas without providing proper documentation. If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, you should ask me before you turn in your paper.
Classroom Conduct: These are the basic rules of comportment in this classroom. 

· Arrive on time when we meet in SL. Log on a bit early to account for any problems that might occur with your machine or the network.

· Feel free to ask questions during class.  But please do not ask other students, as talking disturbs my concentration and the concentration of other class members—this is especially true in SL, where we will use both text and voice chat. 

· Students are expected to treat faculty and fellow students with respect.  Any actions that purposefully and maliciously distract the class from the work at hand will not be allowed.

· Civility in the classroom and respect for the opinions of others is very important in an academic environment.  It is likely you may not agree with everything that is said or discussed in the classroom.  Disagreement is great! It makes for excellent discussions, and offers new views and experiences. But courteous behavior and language are expected.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Students who qualify for services will receive the academic modifications for which they are legally entitled.  It is the responsibility of the student to register with the Office of Disability Services (LIB 120) each semester and follow their procedures for obtaining assistance. 

