To be a successful mystery/crime novel the story must have four concurrent themes.  It must involve an element of a puzzle where the writer places clues to be placed together by the reader.  It also must have a villain who performs the dastardly deeds.  The theme must also primarily or secondarily revolve around crime.  Above all else all elements of the story must be believable or at least the writer must make the events seem plausible within the circumstances. 

Highsmith effectively lays the groundwork letting the reader know that Mr. Ripley has ambitious dreams with no plan of action on how to achieve his dreams.  By chance Mr. Greenleaf seeks Mr. Ripley out to offer him a means to his goal.  

The story has its first glimpse of being fiction when the writer uses the fictitious location of Mongibello as the plot begins to build.  Having lived in Naples Italy for 3 years I was initially intrigued to find it near the ??? of the ???  A number of real locations were used as landmarks and I was pleased to see them represented fairly accurately.  The town of Mongibello must be a summer resort because most of Europe goes to the beaches on holiday during August, but otherwise these types of resorts are vacant during the other months of the year.

