David Dammon

ENGL 2238-481: Spring 2009

Final Exam

This exam is made up of short essay questions covering the three novels and three stories covered in the second part of our semester:  Maus, The Talented Mr. Ripley, Kitchen, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” “August 2002: Night Meeting,” and “Speech Sounds.”

Choose four questions from the following list. Each answer is worth up to 25 points, depending on the completeness and relevance of your response. For each, aim for a range of 200-300 words, in full sentences, with a clear central point and good supporting details. HINT: don’t waste time repeating the question as part of your answer: focus on providing a clear argument in response to the question, and support it with details from the texts.
Save your response in a Word filed titled YournameFX2238 and submit it to Blackboard in the SafeAssign area. Once you have done so, either check back in with me in SL to make sure I have the exam, or email me and wait for my confirmation. You have two hours after you begin the exam.

3.  Explain how the loss of speech creates the conflict in Octavia Butler’s “Speech Sounds” and discuss– what might we learn about ourselves by viewing Rye and Obsidian’s response to their new world?

The loss of speech creates the inability to properly communicate.  On the bus, two characters make hand gestures to compensate for the lack of their ability to yell at each other,  “they stood in the aisle, grunting and gesturing at each other, each in his own uncertain T stance as the buss lurched over the potholes” (89).  The jest of what the author is saying is that these particular characters are naturally right handed people.  Left handed people are less likely to be dramatically affected by the virus.

Rye and Obsidian meet when the bus driver quickly stops the bus to stop the fighting on the bus.  Rye gets off the bus to put space between her and the argument.  Obsidian is driving by and stops to assist.  Rye, on this trip to keep from committing suicide, eventually gets into the car with Obsidian to go hopefully to Pasadena.  

Rye unexpectedly finds that Obsidian is not a male chauvinist bully, but actually when they approach the intersections he waits for her input to tell him which way to turn.  After making several turns the way Rye wants him to go, Obsidian decides to stop and open a map to ask Rye where the ultimate destination will be.  

Here lies the conflict between Rye and Obsidian.  Obsidian can read and interpret, but Rye, a school teacher, can talk but can not read anymore.  Rye is very hurt by fact that a policeman has the ability to read and probably write but she being a teacher cannot, “that was her most serious impairment and her most painful” (98).  Rye overcomes this feeling and decides to take advantage of having a partner in life.

After having sex, Rye decides to take Obsidian to her house; the trip to Pasadena no longer is needed.  Only minutes later when confronted with a woman being killed by her man, does Obsidian himself get killed.  Rye had finally thought it possible to make it through whatever this was with someone only to have him taken from her minutes later.

5.  What is the dilemma faced by Tomas and Muhe Ca when they meet one pleasant night on Mars? What message might Bradbury be trying to express, and what in the story supports your interpretation?

Tomas and Muhe Ca meet on a lonely desert road just outside of town.  Muhe Ca is a Martian from the past and Tomas is a Earthling from the present.  The two meet on very friendly terms, “Tomas raised his hand and thought Hello! automatically but did not move his lips, for this was a Martian” (179).  Tomas offers a hot cup of coffee to Muhe Ca but they quickly find out that neither of them can touch anything in the others reality.  

The reality of it is that Muhe Ca can see the festival in the nearby town but Tomas sees a destroyed town that hasn’t been inhabited for many centuries.  Tomas can see the new settlement with missiles but Muhe Ca cannot.  At this point you start to see what the story is all about.

The Martian’s in their own world, centuries ago are basically happy go lucky, kind of like the Americans that wanted to be isolationist after WWI; the flip side is the Earthlings that thought it appropriate to bring missiles to Mars to show off their ingenuity, “A couple rockets are coming in from Earth…” (181).  These missiles are like the ICBMs that Russia and the United States built after WWII, separating the countries even further.  I guess you might even be able to see the irony of the two individuals meeting on that pleasant evening but are unable to touch one another’s reality, kind of like the people of both countries are good people if the governments would get out the way.

7.  What role do possessions play in helping Tom Ripley discover his identity? Is he merely greedy, or do fine things mean more than just wealth and status to Tom? Explain.

The role of Tom is one of a person not willing to wait for his fame and fortune based on his own accomplishments.  He blames his bad luck and lack of proper upbringing for his situation.  When offered an opportunity to travel to Europe he sees this as a fresh start.  The problem is that once he arrives in Italy he starts fantasying about living the life of the rich and famous without the means of supporting this style.  Tom begins to want to be Dickie and he even tries on Dickie’s suit and prances in front of a mirror.  This act is a look into the future for Tom.  Dickie and Tom had joined together with a good relationship but as with all of Tom relationships, things went sour.  
After Tom sees that Dickie is going to shy away from Tom, he plots to kill Dickie and obtain his fortunes.  During the train ride from France back to San Remo, Tom formed his plan, “if he killed him (Dickie) on this trip … he could become Dickie Greenleaf himself” (98).  After killing Dickie, “he stopped and yanked at Dickie’s green ring…he took a keychain with three keys … silver lighter, a pencil stub, the alligator wallet, and several little cards…” (102).  Next when he boards a train departing San Remo, “Tom had an ecstatic moment when he thought of all the pleasures that lay before him now with Dickie’s money, other beds, tables, seas, ships, suitcases, shirts, years of freedom, years of pleasure” (108)  Tom gains all of Dickie’s goodies and gets to play the role of Dickie, but as with all good things, Tom looses his ability to be Dickie.

The night Tom arrived in Sicily he was walking around dreaming of the experiences he was going to have.  “Anticipation! It occurred to him that his anticipation was more pleasant to him than his experiencing” (171).  This line really says a lot about Tom’s experiences living as Dickie.  Tom had all of Dickie’s objects but was unable to live the fulfilling life of the rich and famous because Tom always has to keep a low profile from Dickie’s actual friends.

9.  In Patricia Highsmith's The Talented Mr. Ripley, Tom Ripley begins the novel considering himself a nobody, a feeling that motivates him to first emulate then actually assume the life of Dickie Greenleaf.  What happens to help Tom become himself again, and is he better off as Dickie, or as Tom?

Tom hated his life as a nobody; initially he saw this trip to Europe as a good thing, a fresh start.  After killing Dickie and living as Dickie, Tom has to abandon the role as Dickie.  Tom has only one option; it is to play the role of Thomas Ripley.  Tom had cashed some travelers checks before leaving Sicily to afford himself some ability to continue on, at least for a short while.  Tom made a plan to head for northern Italy to emerge in Venice.  The story is setup to tell how Thomas had been traveling from place to place and didn’t know that the authorities were looking for him.  

Tom was now going to play the role of Thomas Ripley.  .  Thomas must live more modestly in Venice than he had hoped for.  Tom even expanded on the role of Thomas, “he could stoop a little more, he could be shyer than ever, he could even wear horn-rimmed glasses and hold his mouth in an even sadder, droopier manner to contrast with Dickie’s tenseness”, (187).  Tom convinces all concerned that Thomas was a loyal friend to Dickie and that most likely Dickie has killed himself.  Then Thomas decides to use what little money he has left and travel.

Of course as the story tells, just before Tom departs for his voyage Dickie’s baggage is found in Venice.  This time no one stops him from leaving on his trip.  Although Tom is able to leave undetected he just knows that the police will be waiting for him in Greece or the next port or the next one.  Tom has only traded locations and his purchasing power because, as the story opens, Tom is looking over his shoulder for that day when the police will be waiting for him.
