	Question 1 
	10 out of 10 points   

	
	Who is the author of this quote? “Everything is good in leaving the hands of the Creator of Things; everything degenerates in the hands of man.”

	
	
	

	
	[image: image1]
Selected Answer:
[image: image2] B.  Jean Jacques Rousseau

Correct Answer:
[image: image3] B.  Jean Jacques Rousseau

Feedback:
The quote is from Rousseau, whose idea that man is a "noble savage," innocent and good at birth and corrupted by the social institutions and human conflict, informs the development of both Victor Frankenstein and his Creature in Shelley's work.  Rousseau believed that a careful education, with a kind and caring mentor is the ideal way to raise children (male children) to avoid this corruption. But Rousseau also abandoned his own children to the poorhouse - so are his ideas mere ideals to be questioned in reality? Are we born good and made evil by our experiences in the world? If so, who is accountable for an individual's actions? Himself? Society?


	
	
	


	[image: image4]  Question 2 
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	What do you know about Mary Shelley's mother and father? Who are they, what are they known for, and what kind of their influence do we see in Shelley's novel and life?

	
	
	

	
	[image: image6]
Selected Answer: 

[image: image7]Mary Shelley's mother and father were literary celebrity.  High expectations were placed on her from birth by her parents.  Her father was a noted social theorist and mother was a leading leterary women for her day. 

Correct Answer: 

[image: image8]Mary Wollstonecraft died only weeks after her daughter's birth, and we see this reflected in the novel Frankenstein. The Creature has no mother. Victor's mother dies, and there are a number of other dead mothers in the story. Wollstonecraft was a feminist and liberal activist who supported the reform of the monarchy, greater voting rights, and other changes in the British government and social system.  She wrote about education reform but also was critical of Rousseau, a figure in eduction reform whose personal life is an inspiration for the character of Victor Frankenstein. 

Godwin is a political philosopher, and anarchist. His ideas drew people to his home for discussion and debate, including Percy Shelley, the poet and activist. Godwin remarried after Wollstonecraft's death, and that new wife was not friendly to Mary, so Mary spent a good amount of time being raised by friends, including a time in Scotland (we'll see that wild setting in a section of the novel). 

Shelley was influenced by her parents politics, but also by their fame and intellect: she began writing and was published by age 11.

 

Feedback: 

[None Given] 
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	[image: image10]
	I mention that the Romantic movement is a large category, and that it encounters some contradictory ideas. What are some of the main conflicts between the idealized, emotional and spiritual focus of the Romantic thinkers, and the rational, Enlightenment-based world in which they lived? 
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Selected Answer: 

[image: image12]First I do not think of Frankenstein as being a Romantic novel.  It does cover the emtional portion needed to be considered Romantic but it fails to address the spiritual aspects, unless you consider the fight between good and bad a spiritual conflict.  Obviously, the demon is causing havoc by murdering Victor's friends and family but Victor is not showing much of the good side himself.  He lets his emtions control his destiny. 

Correct Answer: 

[image: image13]The Romantics prioritize the Imagination, emotion and Nature - they believe that one's way of seeing the world can affect the reality of that world. They believe that the world and all in it is naturally good, but is corrupted by human intervention. But they also believe humans can act to improve what they've corrupted - so while they're intrigued by new discoveries in science and technology, they support them only to the degree that science and technology will work for the good of Nature, not against it. While they value the mind, they hold that emotion is as important as reason in experiencing and understanding the physical world. The Romantics are concerned with justice, with social improvement (economics, education, environment, and so on) but they tend to focus artistically on the individual and hence we have the flawed Romantic hero (so they try to juggle both collective well-being and the rights of the individual against social institutions and oppressive forces).

 

Feedback: 

Be careful to pay attention to what the question is asking - it doesn't ask about Frankenstein, but about what we discussed about Romanticism as a movement, and some of its contradictory ideas.


	
	
	


	[image: image14]  Question 4 
	5 out of 20 points   
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	Shelley and her circle of friends, as well as her parents, were somewhat infamous in England. Why is that - consider both their political ideas and their personal lives?
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Selected Answer: 

[image: image17]The plot of the story was concieved during an outing where she and other friends were to think up a ghost story but I don't see how Shelly or her personal friends were infamous, except maybe through her parents. 

Correct Answer: 

[image: image18]There are many details you might include here:  her father and her husband were anarchists - literally wishing for the end of organized government. Though Percy Shelley was an aristocrat with political standing and family wealth, he favored a democracy over monarchy, and wanted England to end its occupation of Ireland and Wales. His friend Byron was similarly anti-British monarchy, as was Shelley's mother, Wollstonecraft.

In the personal realm, Shelley's parents opposed marriage, and her husband, Percy, left his first wife to be with Mary, a teenager. Byron was known for a relationship with his half-sister, and for being bisexual. They were all associated with being sexually libertine and living outside the accepted norms. 

 

Feedback: 

Re-read your notes from our class discussion, and also review my lecture notes posted in Blackboard. 


	
	
	


	[image: image19]  Question 5 
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	Mary Shelley belongs to which particular litarary, artistic, political and philosophical movement? 
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Selected Answer:
[image: image22] A.  Romanticism 

Correct Answer:
[image: image23] A.  Romanticism 

Feedback:
Shelley is considered as one of the Romantics, a movement of artists, writers, and political/philosophical thinkers over a long period marking the movement from the feudal system to the industrial age. It begins in the mid-1700s and continues through the early 1800s.
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	[image: image25]
	Describe the circumstances under which Shelley began to write this novel.
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Selected Answer: 

[image: image27]Shelly was tasked to come up with a ghost story while visiting in Switzerland.  She thought for days and couldn't come up the idea until another man visitor.  She went to bed that night with the framework of Frankenstien. 

Correct Answer: 

[image: image28]The Shelleys, Byron and Doctor Pollidori spent the summer at a villa in Italy, and while gathered there, Byron challenged them all to a contest for who could write the best horror story. Shelley says she conceived her idea in a dream ("I saw the pale student of unhallowed arts...") 

 

Feedback: 

What visitor? 

The Shelleys, Byron and Polidori entered into a contest together, to write a horror story. She had a dream that inspired this novel as a result.
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	Shelley would have been aware of John Locke's theory that we are born tabula rasa and our experiences determine what we know of life. What does that italicized phrase mean?
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Selected Answer: 

[image: image32]blank slate 

Correct Answer: 

[image: image33]blank slate

Feedback:
blank slate - our minds are an empty page and our understanding of life is written on it through our direct experiences.


	
	
	


