Gabriel Garcia-Marquez, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings,” 

1. Why are there crabs in the house? Is it for the same reason the old man with enormous wings has fallen in the courtyard? What other associations does the story make between the old man and the crabs?

2. Pelayo first thinks the old man is a nightmare. What other attempts are made to put this unusual visitor into a familiar category?

3. How does the old man differ from our usual conceptions of angels? What is the essential difference?

4. Explain Father Gonzaga's approach to the angel. What implications about the angel and about the church may be derived from his failure to communicate with him effectively?

5. Comment on the angel's career as a sideshow freak. Who receives the benefit of his success? Why does he fall? Compare what he has to offer with what the spider-woman has. What reasons might people have to prefer the latter?

6. What are the implications of the angel's examination by the doctor?

7. How do we feel as the angel finally flaps away at the end? Does Elisenda's response adequately express the reader's? 

8. Is Garcia Marquez's fallen angel a fairy tale, a myth, or an allegory?

9. How does Garcia Marquez make the reader believe in his angel?
10. Think about the angel as an artist. What sorts of messages, or ideas can you find in the story, of the way we react to art and artists? 

11. Do we always appreciate troublesome art? Do we sometimes put it and the artists aside for more commercial, practical expression (think of the spider woman).

12. How do you react to a story in which magical realism, a type of fantasy, asks us to understand the intrusion of something strange and difficult into our comfortable reality? How do these characters handle this intrusion?

13. What themes are at work (I’ve hinted at some in these questions).

