To some extent, each of these stories shares a theme of Self versus Other 

The belief that the self requires the Other to define itself is an old and enduring one in philosophy. 
The German philosopher Hegel declared that "Each consciousness pursues the death of the other", meaning that in seeing a separateness between your self and another, a feeling of alienation is created, which you try to resolve by what Hegel called synthesis, or the resolution of conflict through finding the common truths and coming to a new conclusion 
· What conclusion do Tomas and the Martian arrive at? 
· What about Rye and Obsidian – in fact, how do any two people in post-language Los Angeles reach a “synthesis” and can they do so at all without language Is it only Rye and Obsidian’s ability to communicate that allow them to connect? 

Sartre, the existential philosopher, posits that the world changes when an Other is introduced, and the phenomenon requires us to re-orient around that appearance and change. He doesn’t pose this as a threat, as Hegel does, just a new experience. 

· How does the interaction b/w Tomas and the Martian reflect this existential approach? 
· Think particularly about their experience of time.  

· In the case of Butler’s Los Angeles, how does the appearance of an Other cause a self to re-orient? 

August 2002: Night Meeting

Bradbury, born 1920 – began writing early, in the 1930s as a kid.  Here’s his definition of the genres we’re looking at:

Science fiction is a depiction of the real. Fantasy is a depiction of the unreal. So Martian Chronicles is not science fiction, it's fantasy. It couldn't happen, you see? That's the reason it's going to be around a long time—because it's a Greek myth, and myths have staying power.[

A story from the collection The Martian Chronicles – published in 1950; once again, we’re at the height of the Cold War and communist paranoia.  The whole sci-fi obsession with aliens reflects a response to that fear of the Other, the enemy we’re fighting not on a direct battlefield but ideologically, and, we worry, inside our borders, hidden behind trusted facades. We’re also paranoid about the development of the space program, an outshoot of our weapons program – what are they doing out there in the desert? Are there aliens among us? They’re testing more nuclear weapons out in the desert, so there are areas off-limits to citizens. Maybe they’re hiding aliens there, in Area 51!

In the midst of this increasingly paranoid atmosphere, Bradbury takes a different, more humanistic approach: instead of celebrating our military might, and positing enemies everywhere, he delights in meeting the Other.

Octavia Butler, “Speech Sounds”

Octavia Estelle Butler (1947 – 2006) was an American science fiction writer. She won both Hugo and Nebula awards and in 1995, became the first science fiction writer to receive the MacArthur Foundation "Genius" Grant. 

Signals from the right hand are linked to the speech center on the left of the brain.  If there is damage (a stroke, perhaps) on the left side, the person will have trouble speaking and writing.  According to the quick research I did on the internet, about 70% of people who are left handed have speech on the left side. Only 30% or less of dominately left handed individuals have speech on the right. So if the virus attacked the left side of the brain, the majority of left-handed people would be less affected. But that’s still a small minority of people overall – maybe 7-10 percent.

