
OK, I’ll admit I had a lot of trouble trying to distinguish who the narrator was at any given point during the book.  After several flip-flops in the use of the narrator I just gave up on trying to figure it out.  I did get the point of the book though, or at least I think I did.  This book shows how 2 siblings deal with their own life when dealing with the electrocution of their parents by the government.  In their adult years, Daniel’s sister is psychotic and has tried to end her life multiple times.  Daniel also has several mental disorders but in a different way.  Why would anyone inflect the kind of pain Daniel inflects on his wife with the cigarette lighter?  When I read this part of the book I had to question what are suppose to be facts and what is fiction?  I know this story had some elements of the Ethel and Julius Rosenberg's story, but other than the big picture I could not distinguish between fact and fiction.  At some point I stopped believing anything was fact, I don't even believe that there is a Browsing Room at the Columbia University Library.


How does this story relate to any of last week’s readings?  All of the authors have quite an imagination.  Doctorow displayed Daniel as being over educated, so I guess this story has some similarities with the character Hulga in “Good Country People”.  Both of these characters had some difficulties to overcome as well as separating themselves from society.  Maybe both of these authors thought that over education brings the individual to remove themselves from society (I know in Daniel's case he was suppose to be traumatically affected by what society did to his parents and in Hulga's case she was dismembered at an early age, just making a comparison).


In “The Book of Daniel” Doctorow wrote the adopted parents as being well-educated and caring parents.  The storybook Susan, more so than Daniel, should have had a normal upbringing.  Susan was younger than Daniel and should have had a better opportunity for a normal life, however Doctorow wrote Susan as a very disturbed individual.  Obviously Susan’s parents’ incarceration and execution weighed heavily on her, but her story was not discussed as much as Daniel’s.  Daniel’s life took on the more normal, yet perverted, life style.  Even Daniel's wife thought he and Susan had  overtly shown their suffering for their audience, “You're all such big deals of suffering.”(59) I guess that this was only in response to Daniel wanting Phyllis to take her clothes off in the car.  Daniel, driving in the pouring rain without the use of windshield wipers, put not only his life in danger but those of his wife and child.  Just when things are getting juicy   where Daniel is about to brand his wife's bare ass with a cigarette lighter, Doctorow changes the subject where he writes about a silent film.


There is one point in the book that really made sense to me.  This is the point where Daniel travels to California to meet the only people who could tell him about the facts during his parent's ordeal.  He is persistent and firm but not overbearing, this is so unlike the character we had been shown during the rest of the book.  Of course the many years between the execution and the present day played a major role in the reunion of Daniel and Dr. Selig Mindish.  Dr. Mindish recognized Daniel but Doctorow did not explain how much information was exchanged.  Doctorow did follow this reunion with a description of Daniel's father on execution day, it was written as if Daniel were seeing it happen first hand, giving four pages of details.


The ending was a different sort of ending from other novels I have read.  My guess is that Doctorow could not decide on what type of ending he wanted to portray for this fiction, so he three different ones.  The first ending was the most sensible continuation of the events that had just happened, “... a week after he's back in New York he returns to the old neighborhood in the Bronx.”  This ending brings closure to the story, maybe this is why Doctorow listed it first.  The second ending also brings closure with Susan through her burial.  I guess she finally got what she tried to accomplish so many times.  The third ending was about Doctorow himself writing this book and the library is closing, the water has been shutoff and the lights are being turned off. 

