OK guys, not girls, there is no way that we can even begin to defend the men in any of these stories so I will not even try.

In Gilman's “The Yellow Wallpaper” I believe the story is about a woman struck with a mental disorder that occurred after childbirth, though childbirth is not mentioned as a possible cause.  She is married to a physician of good standing, John and her brother is also a physician of good standing.  The story starts as the couple is renting a colonial mansion, while repairs are being conducted at their house, for a 3-month period of time.  During this time she is to get plenty of sunshine to help her problem.  Both husband and brother feel that she would benefit from this type of treatment, yet neither of them feel she is actually sick.  In the beginning of the story she trusts her husband and believes her situation will get better, although she disagrees with their ideas.  John wants to use the upstairs nursery for their bedroom, which is covered in an old yellow wallpaper.  As time goes on the she starts to imagine that the wallpaper is moving then there is a woman stuck inside.  I believe this story is written about a similar experience that Gilman had and wanted others to not experience the type of treatment from doctors that she did.  

The author wrote this story between 1860 and 1935, yet her word selection was not difficult to read; she didn’t ramble well not too much.

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

         While The Yellow Wallpaper is Gilman's best-known piece of writing (she wrote a great deal in addition to this story.  Probably next best known is her utopian feminist novel, Herland, about an all woman society stumbled on by three male explorers and that touched on issues of intimacy and gender relations, work, social roles, and the economic impact of patriarchy.)

    The Yellow Wallpaper was written some years earlier, while Gilman was still struggling with how to be a writer and a wife and mother at the same time.  That struggle is central to the story and produces in the first person narrator, locked in an upstairs room "for her own good" and ordered not to write, an almost intolerable amount of stress. 

The question that invariably comes up \is: 1) is the narrator is indeed "crazy" by the end of the story? 2) is she becomes crazy progressively through the story? 3) is she is already crazy when she begins to tell the story? 4) or is, indeed, she is crazy at all. 

•    What are our definitions of insanity and sanity?  

•    Is the narrator of The Yellow Wallpaper "mad" in one or both senses of that word (angry or crazy)?  

•    Is she experiencing a breakdown or a breakthrough? Defend your interpretation with evidence from the story.

•    How do plot and symbolism play out in the  succession of stages of the narrator’s breakdown in “The Yellow Wallpaper,” and in her obsession with the wallpaper? What does the wallpaper finally come to represent for her?

•    In the case of “The Yellow Wallpaper, “what about this ending is disturbing? What might the effect have been on readers of the late 1800’s, used to orderly, all is well endings? 

OK guys, there is no way that we can even begin to defend the men in any of these stories so I will not even try.  Although there are many different ways to read “The Yellow Wall-Paper” I have chosen two themes to examine.  I believe that both of theses themes are intertwined but hopefully they stand apart in my argument.

“The Yellow Wall-Paper” by Gilman represents women of her time being shunned by family members and doctors to hide a mental instability.  The story line has the narrator's husband as well as her brother being a physician of high standing.  During this time frame, as well as in current time, an illness is not an illness until a doctor has validated it and other doctors accept this concept.  During the days that Gilman wrote this story, all members of the family, especially women, were hidden from society when they had a mental illness and any undocumented non-physical illness was attributed to the patient's state of mind.  Although it is not stated in the story, I believe this story is primarily about Postpartum-Depression.   Not much was know about Postpartum-Depression during the early settler years of the building of the United States of America, but it received recognition as an official disorder around 1850, just before Gilman wrote this story.  I also believe this story was written about a similar experience that Gilman had and did not want other women to experience the type of treatment from doctors that she had received.  In the story John, her husband who does not believe she is sick, has chosen a colonial house for the summer, “...standing well back from the road, quite three miles from the village” (1471).  This type of setting will allow her to, “... have perfect rest and all the air I could get” (1471).  These comments all point to things which are meant to keep her from being seen socially, except on special occasions.  There is further evidence of hiding her when John agrees that if she wishes he will have the basement white washed so she can reside there.  In the early stages of the story she admits to being sub-servant to her husband, “John laughs at me, of course, but one expects that in marriage” (1470).  Basically she agrees to take the course of action that her brother and husband prescribe.  The house has a special room with a special wall paper for her to recuperate in, but she can feel a connection between her disorder and the house from the beginning.  The room her husband has chosen is upstairs, a room out of sight if there are any visitors.  The first mention of childhood is when Gilman wrote the upstairs room as a nursery, but with bars on the windows.  It is odd that her husband would choose this room because, “It is stripped off – the paper – in great patches all around the head of my bed, about as far as I can reach, and in a great place on the other side of the room low down” (1471).  People of society, like doctors, would not normally think of having their wife stay in a room with this type of décor unless there was a reason for it.  The bed is connected to the floor, the walls and floors have many marks on them from possibly a prior tenant.  Many insane asylums are decorated better than this room!  During their stay at the rental house John continues to work in town and has provided a care giver in his absence for the narrator and their BABY.  We get a confirmation about the possibility of Postpartum-Depression when the narrator says, “It is fortunate that Mary is so good with the baby, Such a dear boy! And yet I cannot be with him, it makes me so nervous”(1472).  We now have a clearer picture of the type of stresses she is going through, “Nobody would believe what an effort it is to do what little I am able, – to dress and entertain, and other things” (1472).  Hopefully I have drawn a link between the lines of the type of illness she experienced but, it is quite apparent that she has been mis-diagnosed.  All the time during this mis-diagnosed illness she is kept quietly away from the things she would love to do and coerced into a treatment she does not believe in.

In Kingston's “No Name Woman” I can not get over the statements that an entire society would place honor over the life of a loved one.  I do understand that many cultures do not place the same level of importance for a woman as they do for a man, but this behavior is a bit over the top;  especially from ones own parents and siblings.  I also do not agree with the issue of importance over the sex of ones child, but I must remember that even here in the United States that our founding fathers also placed an importance of men over women.  Women were not included in the election process for some period of time.  The opening line to the story shows the shame the family has suppressed, “You must not tell anyone what I am about to tell you.  In China your father had a sister who killed herself” (2028).  The mother described the incident at the house before the aunt gave birth with great detail and how the society felt they were doing the honorable thing, “When they left, they took sugar and oranges to bless themselves” (2029).  They blessed themselves for ransacking a house!! ?  Of course later we find that the mother is only telling the narrator so that the narrator will not shame the family.  She says, ”Don't let your father know that I told you.  He denies her.  Now that you have started to menstruate, what happened to her could happen to your.  Don't humiliate us.” (2029)  To put this issue even further over-the-top,  this child that the aunt carried was possibly the result of a rape and possibly the man that raped her was in the crowd destroying the house, for honorable reasons.   

